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fully vindicated, from the Aſſ erſions caſt up- 
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: HE Reader has FEE ein in the 
=} d following Pages, the Narrative and 
E. State of the Proceedings of the Judi. 
catures, of the Church, againſt. the 
Four Brethren, who * forced them- 
be. ut «of the miniſterial. Communion of it, by 
their undutiful Behaviour, and obſtinate D iſobe- 
dience, notwithſtandj 2 of the ontmoſt Pams *.. 
10 1 them. f 
In drawing of it up, it was thought fit, and 
agreeable to the Deſign of the Commiſſion, in ap- 
Pointing a Committee of their Number, for prepa- 
Ting a Hate of their Proceedings, to intermix all 
along with the Narrative, proper Reflections and 
Obſervations, ſhewing the Reaſons and Neceſſity 
of the ſeveral Steps taken with theſe Brethren; 
that the 2, and Caution of the Conduct of the 
Commiſſion, and _ the Juſtice of the Sentences, e- 
torted 
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unqueſtionable V ouchers, which every one that plea- i 
fes may ſee, and for theſe only the Aſſembly and | 
Commiſſion are anſwerable, The Reflectiont an 
Obſervations added, are the private Reaſonings of © 
the few concerned in drawing up this State; w_ = 
for theſe, not the Commiſſion, nor any other * b 
| : Aicature, but they, only, are. anſwerable. Such. 45 
they are, they are ſal mitte to; the candid Reaa- 
der, 10 whom, fe for. the Main is hoped they will 
be acceptable 3 and if any Furt of l A be 
_ attacked by our ſeparating Brethren, we are con- 
_ fiaent the.. Members of ile Committee, or their 
Friends, will, y Divine. Ale. be alle 10 the S | 
fend them. = : 3 
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Sel NARR ATIVE and 
STATE of the Proceedings of 
the Fudicatories of the Church of 

Scotland, in the Caſe of Mr. 
ERERN EZ BER ERSEK INR and his 
Aalerents. e e 


rr the Commitfon of the laſt Ge- 
2 2: neral Aſſembly had in November 1 4th 


3» 
<A 


a ' 


TE Ebenezer Erskine, Pilliam Wilſon, 
. Alexander Moncrieff, and James: Fi- 
per late Minifters in this Church, s 
Motion was made that the Commiſſion might appoint 
4 Commitee to take all the proper Materials and 
Vouchers for making up a Narrative and State of the 
whole Proceedings of the ſeveral Judicatories of the 
Church in this Affair, for the Satisfaction of all con- 
cerned ;- and the ſaid Motion being agreed unto, the 
Commiſſion did nominate and appoint a Committees. 
for the End foreſaid. In Obedience to this Appoint- 
ment, the Committee have made up the following 
Narrative and State, taken from the Minutes of the 
Judicatures, and Papers _ before them, and other 
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1733, paſt a Sentence againſt Meflrs, 


2 9 9 
ſufficient Vouchers,which they hope will ſet theſe Pro- 
ceedings in a fair Light, prevent all Miſrepreſentations ² 
too frequent among us at preſent, and juſtify every "8 
Step. of the Conduct of the Church in this Affair. 
ö {Me Prskine having preached at the Openin 
1 
| 


the Synod of Perth and Stirling at Perth Þ% 
tho 16th of QFober 1732, upon Eſal. cxvili, v. 22. 
The Stone which the Builders have refuſed, ir 
become the Head of the Corner; he uttered ſeveral 
indecent. Expreſſions, tending to diſturb the Peace 
and good Order ot this Church, which were very i 
vffenſive to [ſeveral Members of the Synod. This 
j was laid before the Synod at their ſecond Diet, and MW 
j ores Particulars being condeſcended upon, a Com- 
ittee was appointed to take theſe, and the other 
Expreſſions which gave Offence, under their Conſi - ẽ - 
deration, and to lay the ſame before the Synod at 
their next Meeting, That Committee thought fit 
in the Firſt Place to appoint a Sub committee to 
deal with Mr. Erskine to acknowledge, that he was . 
in the Wrong in emitting ſuch Expreſſions, and to 
romiſe, that in Time coming, he would not expreſs 3 
imſelf on ＋ Occafions after that Manner. 
5 which Cate they were not to inſiſt further againſt 
im, for the Committee underſtood. that it was the 
Intention of the Synod rather to reclaim than cenſure 
Mr. Erskine. After dealing ſeriouſly with him that 
' Night, to no, Purpoſe, they propoſed, that he would | 
| allow them another Opportunity of conyerſing him 
vn that Subject: But he told them ir war in vain, 
for be was Hired, and if it were to do, be would de 
it again. Now he had it in his Power, to prevent 
| all the bad Conſequences that have ſince | followed 
if from his Obſtinacy; but Mr. Erskine, it, ſeems, 
was: too high to ſtoop ſo low, and too wiſe to receive 
Council and Advice from his Brethren. 
The Committe thereafter brought in their Remarks 
to the Synod, and hy theſe it appęats, mo, That he did 
not ſcruple to compare the Miniſters of the Ghunch.of 3 
1 A oo, 
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orland, to that vile r Set of Men, 
De Prieſti and Teachers of the S who 
ucified our bleſſed Saviour. 


1 e was very free in 
; is Faralelt; and when he was to repreſent the 
horch öf Scotland by a Compariſon, he chuſed one 
che worſt he could find. It is true he denied this 
| harge, for this Reaſon, that he knows there is 
ody of faithful „ -- this * with 7 
Mee does not reckon himſelf worthy to be compare 
hich plainly appears to be a ſhifting. and equivocal 
| Anſwer; fince no Body doubts but he enterrains 4 
good Opinion of thoſe who diſſentedin hisCauſe,and of 


fes others in the Church, who he perſuades himſelf 
ire of hisSentiments; but it is evident from the Scope of 
His Sermon, and the Manner in which this Part of it 
is laid, that he intended to compare the main Body 
of the Miniſters of this Church, to the corrupt 
ewiſt Teachers: And when the Synod put it to 
him to declare himſelf with Reſpect to this Particu- 
far, he declined to anſwer. Thus he would figna- 
ie himſelf as more ſtrict, more holy, and of a more 
tender Conſcience, than the moſt of his Brethren, 
and by a popular Harangue from the Pulpit feflect 
1 on them with Bitterneſs, to raiſe in his Auditors the 
ame Paſſions he himſelf had put on. 
XX 240, As to the Manner of calling of Miniſters, 
Mee aſſerted, that rheſe, who hade their Call from He- 
IX 2/075, or any otber Set of Men (meaning Elders) 
ly, and not from the whole Church, were Thieves 
d Robbers, and had not God's Call; which all ſober 
Chriſtians can't but look upon as raſh and unchari. 
table Expreſſions, tending to Diviſion, and to alienate 
2 the Affections of People from their Minifters. The 
World will judge, if theſe ate the Words of a Meſ- 
ſenger of Peace : Does he not now ſound a Trumpet 
7 mar to excite the People to. Indecencies and Ir. 
re I 

Add chis ie the more criminal in him, that the holy 
WF Sctipturex' em not to determine who fall be tho 
z „ Y 8 4 Ele. 
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about it; that the Manner of Election has been very 
different in different Places and Times of the Church; 
that popular Elections of Miniſters do not obtain 


in the Proteſtant Churches abroad; that great, good, 


and learned Men have differed in their Judgment 


about this Point; and yet ſtill exerciſed mutual For- 
berance; that our own Church has changed her 
Practice frequently in this Matter, the ſecond Book 
ef Diſcipline placing it in the Presbytery, the Aſ- 
fembly Az. 1649 putting it in the Hands of. the 
Kirk Seſſion, and our worthy Fore-fathers in the 
Miniftry at the Revolution having an active Hand 
in framing, and afterwards chearfully ſubmirting 
to the Act of Parliament Aund 1690, which ordains 3 


That the Heritors, (being Protclants,) and Elders, 
name aud propoſe the Perſon to the whole Congre- 
gation, to be appreven or diſapproven by them; 
and for what is known, Mr. Erskie, and thoſe 
faithful Miniſters of this Church he ſpeaks of, Who 


have any ſtanding in the Miniſtry, had no other Call BR 
than after this Manner; and this Method was gone 
Into by all the Judicatures of this Church, as the 
Rule of judging of the Validity of Calls, without | 


any Oppoſition till of late. 


7 ztio, He charged our pious Anceſtors, who had 
ſuffered for their Religion in two late Reigns, 
with à ſinful Silence, in nor giving Teſtimony at the i 
Revolution, by an expreſs Aft, againſt the Incroach- 


ments made on Chriſt's kingly Office in theſe Reigns, 
All his Ground for this Charge is, that he does not 


remember that any ſuch Act was eaſt. But as 4 
Miniſter ought to go to the Pulpit. with what he 
| knows and remembers, and not with what: he is not 


well informed about; ſo there are ſeveral As 


which expreſly aflert Chriſt's being the King and 
alone Head of the Church; particularly an Act for 

falemn Faſting and Humiliation, ſoon after the Re- 
3 | 5 | <P « ; : l F . r volut ion, 
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Electers of Miniſters; that he himſelf and his Ad- 
herents have not to this Day come to any Agreement 
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volution, mentioning the Encroachments' made on 
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Chriſt's kingly Office in theſe Reigns, as one chief 
Ground of Faſting : It is the 12th Act of Aﬀdembly 
1690, wherein we have theſe Words. They, (vis. 
thoſe who had the Power in theſe Times) Proceeded 
to ſacrifice the Intereſts of the Lord Jeſus Chee 4. 
and Privileges of this Church, to the Luſts and Wilt 
of Men; the Supremacy was advanced in ſuch 4 
Way, and to ſuch a Height, as never any Chriſtian 
Church acknowledged. This was laid before him, 
yet he refuſed to own his Miſtake. Beſides, it is tho 
13 and avowed Belief of all the Miniſters of hs 
Church, that Chriſt, is the King and alone Head er 
the Church, as laid down in our Confeſſion of Fab, 
Chap. 8. S. 1. Chap. 25. S. 1. and Chap, 30. S., 1. 
which Confeſſion of Faith every Miniſter of this 
Church at his Ordination owns to be the Confeſſion 
of his Faith: And it is well known, that the Mode- 
rator of every Aſſembly, does, at the riſing of it, 
in . Preſence of the King's High Commiſſioner, and 
the whole Aſſembly, declare, That as they met, 
„ ſo they riſe and part in the Name of the Lord 
% Jeſus Chriſt, the ſole King and Head of his 
„ Church.” Thus, we ſee, Mr. Erskine does 
ſatisfy himſelf with making the preſent Miniſters 
this Church contemptible; but he muſt throw Dirt 
upon the Memory of our worthy Fore fathers, and all 
the General Aſſemblies of this Church, ſince tha 
bappy Revolution. The Reſpect that the ſaid Synod 
owed to their worthy Fore fathers, and the Ri 
they had for theſe national Aſſemblies, obliged them 
to. make a proper Animadverſion on ſuch Accuſations 
and Invectives, leaſt their Silence ſhonld bo cons © 
ſtructed an Approbation of ſuch unjuſt and railing 
Accuſations, whereby he had arraigned the mt 
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tutes and Miniſters of this Church. They coul 
not quictly behold. the Memory of ſuch great and 
good Men, who had been Confeſſors and Suffererd, 
in the worſt of Times, aſperſed; and, as if they- 
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ypon Chrift's Kingly Office, he ſaid that an Cry. 
20 


| 8 all Bounds which by Modeſty, Moderation and 


 Vencration to their Paſtors? All which, as a 


hare taken regular Steps, and by a m 


62 EE 
ſuffered enough while alive, to have their Aſhes 


iſturbed now in their Graves. 
40, When ſpeaking of the Encroachments made 


gone uf to Heaven in the Words of the Spouſe, 

at the Watch-men, who went about the City had 
und her, and ſmote her, and taken her Vail from 
her,and that this Cry had come before the General 
Bfembly, 1732. But that in ſtead of redreſſiug this 
and 2 Grievances, they increaſed them, by lodg- 
zug the Power Election in Heritors and Elders, 
vherely Chriſt was deeply wounded in bis Mem- 
errs and ſo daring was he, that he was not afraid 
wo fay, That if Chriſt were perſonally Preſent, as the 
id Mr. Erskine was, by the Appointment of the 
Synod, in his ſtead, he would ſay with reſpect to the 
General AJembly, Anno 1732, as he himſelfexplain- 
ed it, In as far as you have done it to one of 
Beſe little Onies, you did it unto me. This Paſſage 
ſuch a Sallee of ill Nature, Bitterneſs and Wrath 
122 the ſpiritual Watchmen of this Church, an 

he General Aſſembly 1732, that it will be Hard 
to find its Parallel, and could ſcarce, have Feed | 
— any but himſelf. Here is much of the In- 
endiary, in the midſt of his Tranſport, he ex» 


rr / 


darity he ſhould, have obſerved; and truly if theſe 
ree be Vices, we muſt do Mr. Erikime the Juſtic 

acquit him from the Guilt of them. Is there hot he 

"fierce Attack on the Honour 'and Authority of 
this Church, and à Repreſentation of the Admins 
Kration, as tyrannical; an Oyert Deſign to r. 
her- Peace, and to take Men off from a Lo and 


atiful, Son of the Church, he was bound to have 
uarded againft, Was it not incumbent upon him 
there had been any Thing grievous in the faid 
& of Aſſembly that netted” to be redrefled, to 

wry Repfre- 


ſentation 


to one, of ſuch as had Right to vote by th 
1732. 
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ſentation to the proper Judicatures, eſſayed to hevd 
the ſame reftified? But tho the Act of Aſſembly com. 
lain ' d' of, had been paſs'd, but about Five Months be- 

ore, it ſeems his Patience was already exhauſted, and 
he could not wait till the next Aſſembly, but be- 
hoved preſently to fly out againſt an Act paſe d 
with n Deliberation, without any reaſonable 
proſpect of attaining the leaſt good End? Did he 
0 that his Audience at Perth, or the Sytioll 
aſſembled at that Place, were to repeal the Act of AG 
ſembly? Or did he hope to convince by giving Names 
unminiſtring and anathematizing his Brethren? Was 
this agreeable to the Rules of Humanity and Chriſ - 
tian Charity? Or was his Defign, that the reſpeQ 
ive Pariſhes ſhould not give their Conſent to ſuch: 
Calls, as are given by Heritors and Elders? And 
that the ſeveral Presbyteries within the Precin& 
of the ſaid Synod ſhould refuſe to concur with ſuck 
Calls? Herein indeed, he has ſucceeded with his. 
own Presbytery, who ſometime thereafter, in an amaz- 
ing Manner, refuſed to ſuſtain the Call of St. Nznzans, 
tho' ſubſcribed by a Majority of more than co | 

— k 


The Synod, upon the Grounds foreſaid, by their 
Vote, found Mr. Zrskine Cenſurable for the Ex- 
preſſions he had emitted before them: And ſo mild 
were they, as to agree to go to no, higher Cenſure than 
to give him a ſimple Rebuke and Admonition. But 
Mr. ZErskine having appealed, and withdrawn 
upon the Synod's finding him Cenſurable, they 
could not execute their Sentence, by rebuking him, 
but agreed to call him at their next Meeting at 
Stirling, and tender him a Rebuke and Admoni- 


The Synod which met at Stirling in April there- 
after, was at all imaginable Pains to gain Mr. 
Erskine; they appointed ' ſeveral Committees, ono 
after another, to deal with him to bring * 


2 33 | 
| bis Duty, and he was affured; both by the Com- 
| mittees, and in open Synod, that the Admonition - 
ſ  thould be tendered to him in the mildeſt and ſoft- 
alt eſt Terms. He was likewiſe told again and agai 
dat he was by no means quarrelled for having dit. 
ferent Sentiments from the Church, with reſpect 
to the Act 1932: That he migbt not only enjoy 
his own Opinion, but reaſon decently againſt the 
Act on all proper Occafions: But what he was to 
be tebuked for was, that inftead of taking the re- 
gular Steps to have redreſſed, what he reckoned 
_ grievous, he had exclaimed againſt the Church in 
2 very indecent Manner, which ſavoured more of 
- Self-conceit and Paſſion, than of the Spirit of Meek- 
neſs and Humility. And when the Moderator was 
about to rebuke him, he ſtop'd him, by declaring 
that he adhered to his Appeal to the General Al- 

ſembly, and then went off: So that the Synod could 
do no more in the Matter, tho' exceedingly dilfoled | 
0 have it adjuſted in a friendly and amicable Way. _ 3 
The above Expreſſions, are ſome of the indecent ' 
and offenſive Inſtances inſiſted upon by the Synod, 
and but a few of the many exceptionable Paflages 
contained in the Sermon; for it will be evident to 
any that reads it, that the Scope thereof was to 
blacken the Miniſters, and aſperſe the Judicatures of 
this Church, and to hold out the adminiſtration of #3 
the Government thereof in the moſt odious Colours · 
Ir is indeed alledged, that the Synod grounded their 
Zgentence on Mr. Erskzne's ſecret Intention and De- 
ſign, and that no Court ſhould proceed upon any 
ſuch Ground: But as the Synod, in making up their 
Charge againſt him, did not go upon dark Hinte, 
flrain'd and forced Conſtruct ions, and did not wreſt 
his Words to a wrong meaning, to make them ſpeak ö 
what he never intended; ſo the Inferences- they 
made were obvious and plain, and ſuch as no reaſo- 
nable and impartial Man can withſtand the Light of. 
_ Tidireft or oblique Scandal has in all T imes been 


8 


* 


"0 8 1 
puniſhed in the Courts of Juflice; for if it were. 
otherwiſe, that which aggtavates Crimes, to wit, 
the Subtility or Contrivance, would prevent the Cen 
ſure and Puniſhment. Sir Peter King, now Lord 
Chancellor of Great Britain, in one of his Speeches, 
at the Trial of Doctor Sacheverel, upon an Impeach* 
ment of the Houſe of Commons, before the Houſe 
of Peers, for high Crimes and Miſdemeanours, con- 
tained in two Sermons preached by him, did pleads 
* That an oblique Defamation may be as Crimi» 
© nal as a Gireft one; that in the common Caſes of 
„ Scandal, if one obliquely defame another, and 
* fo deſcry him, that it is impoſſible, but every 
one muſt know him, it is no Excuſe, that ke did 
not poſitively accuſe him“. But the Synod of Pert? 
hed not only this kind of Evidence againſt Mr. 
Erskine, but moſt poſitive, plain and expreſs Words 
to found their Accuſation upon. | 
Mr. Erskine, after he had entered his Appeah -_ 
from the Synod to the General Aſſembly, could not 
have ſo much Patience, as to wait the Meeting of 
the Afembly, or forbear to provock any furthers. 
but printed the Sermon, which gave ſo great Offence, ' 
aud took Care, with more than ordinary Applicati- 
on, to have it handed about, to incite the People, far © —© 
and near, to Sedition, Schiſm and Separation from 13 
the Church. Thus he and his Emiſſaries diſperſed 
his Calumnies through the Nation, and knowing that 
Pamphlets of this Nature have a running Sale, ſe- 
veral thouſand Copies were caſt off on coarſe Pa - 
per, that they might be the more eaſily purchaſed 
the poorer Sort, according to the common prattice 
of Incendiaries. But even this Method of ſpread» 
ing Scandal againſt the Church, could not content 
him, but he muſt needs go thro the Country, and 
become an itinerant Trumpeter of Schiſm and Di 
viſion, and at ſolemn Occaſions, when the Holy $& © 
crament of the Lord's Supper was adminiſtred, en- 
(rtain his Audiences with Harangues and Inrectiresg 
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aid ſentence of the Synod- of Perrh 


1s.) 
age inſt the Church and her Proceedin 


an Fntes- 


tainment altogether. unſuitable to that Feaſt of Lors 


and Chari . 8 a 3 
Mr. Erskine judging himſelf ous by the fore- 
Sterling, 
appealed to the General Aſſembly for Redreſs : 
erein he acted a regular Part, for according to 
the. Conſtitution of the Presbyrerian Government, 
if any Man is grieved with. the Determinations 
nd Sentence of an inferior Judicature, he has @& 
ight for his Relief to appeal to a ſuperior, and ſo 
on till he come to the Supreme Judicature. 
Thus we have given an Account of the Proceedings 
of theSynod in this Affair of Mr. Erskine till he too 
an Appeal from them; and we hope theſe will appear 
to the Reader to be not only juſt, but mild and 
tender, tho' he had given them too much Ground 
to think that he was not to be gained: But becauſe 


the final Sentence of the Church in this Affair does 


not only affect Mr. Erskine, but alſo: other three 


Minifters, it is fit to ſhow. how they came to be is. 
deeply concerned, and to bring themſclves under the. 
{ame Sentence with him. 1 rj 
From the Sentence of the Synod finding Mr. Erſ- . 
kine cenſurable for ſome indecent Expreſſions emit- 
ted by him in his Sermon, Mr. Jame f Fiſher Mi- 


viſter at Kincleauen likewiſe appealed upon tho 


famo Grounds with Mr. Erckine, and further be- 
cauſe the Synod woud not allow him to judge in the 
Cauſe of his Father- in law: But whatever Ground 


be might fancy he had to appeal from the Synod, - 


for excluding him from - judging in the - Cauſe of his 
Father-in-law (tho' ane would think, that ſuch a 


" nigh Relation rendered him - unfit for being an im- 


1 Judge) yet his joining with Mr Erskine in 
is Appeal, and fo ſtating himſelf a direct Party, 
when he was under no Accuſation, was certainly , 


very extraordinary Step, and, ſo far as we know, um 


precedented. And it is probable that had it not been 
this Alliance to Mr. Eyskine, be would not have 
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ntereſted himſelf in this Queſtion, nor have acted 
the Part, he is known to have done in other Mat- | 


— 
* 


ters. 5 Ld 8 
Tho' Mr Alexander Monrcief Miniſter at Wer- 
net hy, was not ſo raſh, as to appeal from the fore: 
faid Sentence? Yet he thought fit to enter his Piſ- 
ſent from it, to which Mr. William Wilſon a Mini- 
ſter at Perth adhered, This Difſent was of a ve 
extraordinary Nature, if it is conſidered, that theſe 

two diſſenting Brethren in their fifth Reaſon of Diſ- 
W ſent, ſay that they cannot juſtify Mr. Erskine s Modes 
of Expreſſion in the ſaid Sermon. But do they not 
by chis juſtify the Sentence of the Synod, for finding 
bim cenfurable for ſome Expreſſions, he nad em. 
mitted therein? The Diſſenters can't juſtify; b 
== what is it, that the Synod does, but condemn them 
Here the Diſſenters, it ſeems, make a Diſtinftion be- 
twixt unjuſtifiable Modes of Expreſſion, and indecent 
"X Expreſſions deſerving ' Cenſure 5 but it is ſo. nice, 
that one can ſcarce diſcern any Difference. It is 
therefore hard to find out the Shadow of a Ground 
of Difſent, when the Cenſure was only, that he 
W ſhould be rebuked, which is the loweſt, Cenſurs 
& known in our Church. The Act of Afembly ' 
Anno 1644, concerning diſſenting Voices in Pret- | 
byteries and Synods provides, That i Members con- 
eie any Thing determined to be contrary. to the 
Vora of God, rhe As of Aſtembly, or to the re- 
ecived Order of this Chutch, they, in either of theſe 
oe urge their Dient to be marked in the Re- 
= 51 „to be free common Cenſure with the reſt. 
Bat how could the above Diſſenters apprehend them 
=o ſelves to be liable to any Cenſure from the Aſſem- 
bly, becauſe of the Synod's Sentence, tho they had 
been filent ? Since the Ground of their Sentence. 
ad emitted indecent Ex- 


* 


eat that Mr. Erskine had 
rreſfiond in his Sermon, and, as was obſerved already, 

che Synod did by no means exceed in the Nature” 
end Degree of the Cenſure? And we are confident - 
that theſe Brethren will be ſenſible, that there is 


„„ 835 ES 
hothing. in the Sentence contrary to the Word of 
God, or our received Rules of judging; at leaſt in 
all the Conferences that have been held with them, 
they never produced any Argument of Weight to prove i 
any ſuch Thing: Nay, theſe very Brethren who iſ 
diſſented, and other worthy Brethren, who adhered WW 


to them, and gave their Judgment, that Mr. Erskine | 


was not cenſurable, were ſome of them ſo conſcious 
of the Synod's Lenity, that they declared, that if they 
had thought, that the Synod deſigned no mare, but to 
give Mr. Erskine a Rebuke, they would not have 
diflented. | | | AE INK | 

We now proceed to relate and juſtify the Conduct of 
the lateGeneral Aſſembly in this Affair. Mr Erskine, i 
having according to common Form, given in his 
Appeal to the Committee of Bills, the ſaid Com- 
mittee . a Sub committee to-converſe with 8 
him, and deal with him to drop his Appeal; but 
they finding him inflexible, the Committee of 


—_ 


Bille tranfmitted the ſame to the Aſſembly, with 6 . 


this Opinion, That it ſhould be referred to the 8 
Committee for Overtures, to be by them prepared 

for the Cognition of the Aſſembly; and the Aſſem- 
bly did accordingly remit it to the ſaid Committee, 
with Power to them to conſider the Proceſs, and 
to prepare ſome proper Overture thereupon, for i 
facilitating the Aſſembly's Procedure therein. This 


was done on the 7:4 of May, and on the 97h of the 


ſaid Month, the Committee for Overtures reported, b 
they had uſed all Diligence in the Affair, of Mr. 


Erskine, by. diſcourſing with him themſelyes, and 7 
by Sub committees of their Number. In theſe Con- lh 


ferences, the goſt able Miniſters and ruling-Elders 
of the Church were at great Pains, and uſed their 

"beſt Endeavoui. to bring Mr. ZErskine to his 
ty, and to ſubmit to the Sentence of the Synod; 


in a moſt preſſing Manner urged it upon. hi 


* 


— 
- 
d 8 
* 
* 
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m 


from all the Topicks of Perſwaſion they were # 


Miaſter of. It may be proper here to remark, that in 
© * | theſe 


W 


1 r 
-theſe Conferences, in which Mr. Erskine was al · 
"Jowed all Freedom of Speech, whatever he — ſay 
thro' the Country, all preſent were convinc'd, he 
bad nothing to offer in his own | Vindication, -that 
could bear Reaſoning, and that he was abſolutely 
Put to Silence in any of the Arguments which he 
advanced. Yet all being ineffectual, the Committee 
for Overtures, gave it, as their Opinion, the Aſſem- 
bly ſhould hear and determine in the Cauſe them- 
ſelves. But this they could: not overtake, till the 
14th of May, in the Afternoon's Sederunt, when 
Mr. Erskine being called, did compear, and: with 
him two learned Lawiers, his Procurators, and ſeve- 
ral Minifters, Defendants of the Synod's Sentence. 


A The Synod's: Sentence finding Ground to cenſure 


Mr. Zrikine, and appointing him to be rebuked on 
Account of ſeveral indecent 3 uttered by 
him, in his Sermon provenes before the Synod at 
Perth, and a Paper drawn up by a Committee of 


- 


J dhe Synod, containing the ſaid Expreſſions, with a 


Paper of Anſwers made thereto, by the ſaid Mr. 
Erxkine, were all read: And Parties having agreed 
to. paſs from reading any other Papers, and to bo- 
take themſelves to their Pleading, _ 9424" voce, 
they, were heard upon the ſeveral Articles in the 
ſaids Papers of Remarks and Anſwers. Mr. . Erskine 
ſpoke little himſelf in the Cauſe : But left it to his 
Lawiers to make Defences for him, in which there: 
was really ſcarce any Thing alledged by them, but. 
what was evidently contrary, both to the Words of 
his Sermon, and to his own declared Mind: And 
tho” he profeſt, that his affirming,. that the Chriſti- 
an People of,a Congregation had by divine Right 
e Title to vote in the Choice of their 
Milniſter, was with him a Matter of Confeſſion, yet 
| be ood by and heard his Lawiers, without con- 
tradicting them, depart from that Confeſſion, . and 
plead in his Name, that in his Sermon, by the Church 
42084 bir vine m e 0: lee 
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_ Naving Night to elect their own Paſtors, he conf 
not be thought to underſtand the Chriftian Peoples 
of a Congregation, but the Judicatures of the Church. 
How confittent this is with the Manner of Chriftians 
confelling Chriſt before Men, is left to the Judgment 
of the Reader. Aſter all, the Aﬀembly came tou 
Sentence, whereby they found theſe Expreffions vent- 
ed By Mr. Erikzze, and contained in the Minutes 
of the foreſaid Synod's Proceedings, with the An- 
ſwers made. thereto by him, to be Offenſive, arid to 
tend to diſturb the Peace and good Order of the 
Church. Therefore they approved the 8 
- of the Synod, and appointed him to be rebuked, an 
- admoniſhed by the Moderator, at their own Bar, 
in order to terminate the Proceſs, which was done ac- 
_ eordingly by the Moderator, in a moſt grave and de- 
cent Manner, and in the Spirit of Meekneſs. 
But the foreſaid Mr. Benzer Errkine r 


gi 
15 
* 
1 
: 


Wi 
"my 
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with Mr. Villiam Wilſon, Mr., Alewander Moncri 
and Mr. Jamer Fiſher gave in a Paper at the Al- 
ſembly's Bar, ſubſcribed. by them, craving and pro- 
reſting that the ſame might be read and recorded 
in the Minutes of the Afembly. But the Aſſembl 
having repreſented to them, the Irregularity avid 
Danger of ſuch -a Practice, and defired them to 
raw their Paper and Proteſt, and they refufi 


Wi | 
to do it, and retiring; they were ordered to be cre 
to the next Diet, and 4 Committee was appoinite 


to confider the Paper, and their Conduct in this. 
Affair, and to bring in an Overture, what might be 
ji for the Aﬀembly to do upon the whole. Next 
hy Day, being the #374, the ſaid four Brethren havin 
compeared, the Aſſembly, to Thew all Tendernels 
Ii towards them; appointed a Committee to confer 
with them, and Endeavour to perſwade them to with- 
draw their Paper and Proteſt, and ſubmit thetmſelv8# 
to the Aflſembly : Who baving withdrawn, did re- 
turn, and ſhewed, that theſe four Brethren con- 
tinned fully reſolved to adhere to their ſaid * | 


( 5 ) 
1 Proteſt. Then the Committee ne that the) 
IT had conſidered. the Paper given in by the forefai 
Bretchren the laft Night, and the whole of their Con- 
ac. The ſaid Pa 1 produced, was , 


the Tenor whereof 


3 W Proteſt by Mr. Renens Erikine end o- 
hers, given in to the Aﬀſembl ly, May 6 


1733. 


9 AL 1 have 4 very great and dutiful Regard 
4% to the Gudicatures of the Church, 25 whom 
3 eus 229 Sulection in the Lord; yet i 
the AN have found me cenſurable, pris have 
| 1 i} rendered a ebuke. and Admonizion to me, for T hangs. 
EX T1 conceive agreeable to, and founded upon, the Word 
e Cod, and our afproven Standarts; I find my ſelf 
I obliged to Proteſt againſt the foreſazd Cenſure, as 
4 A importing that I have in my Doctrine at the Opens 
ing 0 of the Synod of Perth, October laſt, departed 
4 rom the Word of God, and the foreſaid Standarts; 
* d that I ſball be at Liberty to preach the Jams 
ub of God, and to teſtify againſt the ſame, or 
3 WkeDefeftion of this Church upon a cenie 
do hereby adhere unto the Teſtimony, I h 
Wer merly emitted againſt the Act of Agembly, 1732, 
betber in the Froteſt entered againſt it in o 
en, or yet in my Synodical Sermon, grau 
e is my Proteſt and Declaration be inſers 
>: the Records A the Agemb 2 and that 1 bt ab. 
_ * Exrrafis thereof. 


4 20 10 17333 


This Proteſtarion again the far preme aiicaory of 
my Church, b * Miniſter ap 5 to t for Re: 
3 ief andRediefs of an e oj Inj done him, bros: þ 
| TS is luch avircegular d 


unpre 


Egunzang bun . 


that a Perſon appealing from an inferior Judicature 


mination, provided it ſhall make for him, and no 


ſupteme Court, yet he muſt ſubmit thereto, with- 
Aſſembly had given their Decifion: in Favours of Mr. 4 4 


Synod had refuſed to ſubmit, and acted the very ' 


tence againſt Mr. Erskine, would: not Mr. Erskzne 


5 1 i 

eedented Thing, that we very much queſtion, 
it the like has been ever attempted or practiſed; for a 
Perſon appealing from a provincial to a national Synod, 
the laſt Reſort, does igſo facto, and from the Nature 
of the Thing, hold himſelf bound to ſubmit to and 
acquieſce in the Deciſion. It muſt appear to bo ex- 
treamly abſurd to every reaſonable Man. to think, 


to the higeſt, is bound only to ſtand to their Deter- 


further; for this is in effect to tell the ſupreme J udge, 
I will give you leave to judge in my Cauſe, if you'll 
gire Sentence in my Favours. Did the 3 
uſpect any ſuch Thing, he would never ſhew the 
Appellant any Manner of Regard, nor allow his 
Cauſe ſo much as a hearing: It is therefore an un- 
avoidable Conſequence, if the Cauſe ſhall be deter- 
mined againſt him by the ſupreme Court, the Ap: i 
ellant ought ro ſubmit thereto, as baving exonered 
Eimſelf, and purſued a Remedy, in the uſe of al! 
habile and lawful Means. It is here, juſt as, when "as 
one has appealed from the Lords of Council and 
Seſſion to the Houſe of Peers, tho' he may judge and ki 
think, that he is injured by the Sentence of that 


out proteſting againſt or appealing from it, that Court © 
being the laſt Reſort. But let us ſuppoſe, that the 


Erskine and againſt the Synod of Perth, and had MW. 
acquitted him, and condemned them, and that the 


ſame Part that Mr. ZErskine has done, by proteſt- ' 
ing againſt the Aſſembly, that they ſhall be at Li- 
berty to teſtify againſt the Decifion upon all proper © . 
Occaſions, and at their next Meeting rebuke Mr. 
Erskine, and go to the Pulpit, nay to the Table of our PL 
Lord, and in tated Harangues defend their own Sen- 


aud the Miniſters his Adberents, and the good Pea- Fn 


4 a 
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re. bis Admirers have blamed ſuch 2 Pradlice, and 
exclaimed againſt the Conduct of ſuch Minifterts 
hat ſhould have preſumed to do any ſuch Thing? 
it is therefore neceffary that the Sentence of the Su- 
Preme Court of the Church ſhould be ſubmitted ta 
ß the. inferior Judicatures, and much more by anz 
particular Minifter appealing to them, otherwiſe 
Anarchy and Confuſion ſhall be introduced, and the 
regular and beautiful Subordination of Church. Ju- 
Aicatures, a main and eſſential Part of the Presbyte” 
rian Government, ſhall be ſurrendered, and betray” 
ed by. thoſe, who, by their Ordination Vows, are. fe- 
igiouſly bound to maintain it. Now pray where does 
his Non - ſubmiſſion, nay rather Rebellion termine tẽ 
nt laſt, but in this, that Mr. Erstine ſhall be his own 
ſfupreme Judge upon Earth, and the Synod «ſhall 
have the ſame. ſupreme. Power and Authority in 
rhemſelves, and be ſubject to no Church Ri 
Pbatſomever. The General Aſſembly at Glaſgow 
"R638 were fo convinced of the abſolute Neceſſity of 
| + Bubmiſſion to the Sentences of Aſſemblies, for the 
preſervation of Authority and good Order; that inf 
heir Procedure againſt ſome. of the then, Preſates 
they declated, That ſuch as ſhould diſobey t heir Ser- 
= fences, are cenſurbble with ſummar Excommilnica- 
797, as. is evident from their Senterices, depofing Six 
ef the Biſhops, in which it is ordained, that in caſs 
ber acknowledge not this -fembly, reverence now 
be Conſtitutions thereof, and obey not the Sentence, 
au make not their Repertance, conform lo the Or- 
er Preſcribed by rhe Afembly, they fhall de b. 
enmunicated, and declared to be of thife Whos 
rbriſt con mandeth to be holden by all and every one 
be fairhful, is Erbnicks and Publicans. lt is whe. 
Pi. Eritine proteſts againſt the foreſaid Cenfurey 
importing that he had in his Doctrine before tho 
nod of Perch, departed from the Werd of God, 
= Ws n ur Church 5 Bane 
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the.Synod's Enquiry was by no means, whether Mr. 


Erskine was orthodox in his Doctrine or not, nor 
their Cenſure/inflited for any Hetrodoxy in Doctrine, 
but for railing and declaiming againſt. the Church, 
and hie Brethren, as Intruders, Thieves and Rob- 


bers: So the General Aſſembly took itu , and they 


knowing very well that Soundneſs in ers of 
Doctrine might be where there is Malice and Calum- 


ny inthe Practice, therefore the Sentence of the AL 
ſembly ordained him to be rebuked, for the affen · 
five Expreſſions vented in his Sermon, tending to 
diſturb the Peace and the goodOrder of this Church; 
and no Body will refuſe that the uttering of indecent 
Expreilions by a Miniſter any where, muck more in 
the Pulpit, and ſtill more on ſuch a publick Occa- 


fion, not only againſt Miniſters, but the Judicatures 


of the Church, even the higheſt, tending to diſturb 


the good Order and Peace thereof, is contrary to the 
Word of God. | er ddt 


Mr. James Fiſter Miniſter. at Kinclaven, 


and Son in Law to Mr. Erskine, adhered to 


the forſaid offenſive and contemptuous Proteſtation; 


- and it muſt appear very extraordinary that he intru- 
ded himſelf into this Proceſs, when the Committee 

of Bills pitied him for his imprudent Conduct, and 
in Tenderneſs to him took care not to tranſmit his 
Appeal, and yet he would give in the following 
Adherence ? | r I Dees £5 


I Mr. James Fiſher Miniſter at K inclaven, Ab- 
-pellant againſt the Sentence of the Synod of Perth 
in thes Queſtion, altho' the Committee of Bills did not 
#hink fit ro tranſmit my Reaſons of Appeal, find my 
ſelf obliged to adbere to the foreſaid Proteſtation and 


Declaration. Ja. Fish. 


Ferit h in the Affair of Mr. Erskine, ſhould have (ac- 
cording to the Nature and Deſign of a Diſſent) reſted 
ö | 5 con- 


Mr. William Wilſon and Mr. Alerander Monericf- 
having diſſented from the Sentence of the Synod of 


— = - 
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eontented with what they had done, till the ſupe - 
rior Judicature had taken it under the ir Conſidera- 
tion ; but tho' they could not but perceive, that tbe 
Aſſembly all along waved to meddle with them or 
it, and was unwilling and averſe to bring them to an 
Account for it, or to inflict any Manner of Cenſures 
upon them becauſe of it, yet the ſaid Brethren 
ſhewed fo little Regard te the Authority of the A. 
lee {which in the Church uſed always to be held 
ſacred and venerable) or to our common Peace and 
good Order, that they: would needs puſh their Diſ- 
ſent further, by giving in the following Adherence. 


We under ſubſcribing Miniſters, Difſenters from 
the Fynou of Perth and Stirling, do hereby adbere | 
to the above > Proteſtation aud Declaration, (viz of © 
Mr. Etek ine,) containing a Teſtimony againſt be 
Act of Agembly 1732. and aferting our Previ- 
lege and Duty to teſtify prblickly agatnſt the ſame 
er be lite Defeftions upon all proper Occafions. 
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Thus they carry on their Synodica) Difſent to the + 


'Proteſt, -be. any Thing to the purpoſe” 
at the Aſſembly has Jbns: 25 

exceed ther Brethreh; who joined with them to the 
Number of Eight; Who knew, thatithe Nature of a 
Diſſent dicken e chem to proceed to ſuch 4 
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the-Reaſon, that has moved theſe, Amgen and Mer, 


wg to IR. ma Mr. ITS : 1 | 
it he any other Thing than to «kreen and prote 
Mr, Erskine from the Juſtice, of, an Aſſemb 2 and 
to intimidate that ſupreme La. or their Commil-. 
ſion to 2 to a Higher Cenſure againſt a fingle 
Brother; ſince by .thgir, Ad herence 1 made them 
ſelves, /a6is.cr4minz5, any 3 2 ad: 
venture, e conceived N wo. Sul penſion, | 
or 'a higher 2 aa 9., many M niflers Uni- 
ted, together But th is Nase ge is « ee in ou 
Chure and very diffe .. rom the Conduct of ur wiſe - 
Predeceffors, in theCaſe of Mr. yg Davidſon Mi- 

niler at N Who protefted againſt the At 
of «be. Ai nes Dundee r597, Proving, of. Ma; 
niſters t0 e Commiſion ers of Parliament in Name of. 
le Kirk. Jeſore be 3 in his Proteſt,st ar rbought 
1 that any ſhould ſubſcribe it but Ae 
 Hawever. 52 well affected pp ya mg 2 wth 
bim had left r Agembly, 4 wth. him in 
Subſeribing, a Provetarins, he was landed 
on this Side of the Ferry , Dundee; yet when 
they came io St. Andrews, 16 Mr. Andrew Melvil 
and others, it was. , they ſhould cut off 
the Names, and burn them 75 the Fire, . meat io tbey, 


might avoid. a Schiſm,. Had traden . 
in Abele Paghy of 1 er e a Pence, 915 preſent. 
Dy 1 W mi 2 en in, , 
e but, le ir. 54 
— 2 Alke os, b. ae rquþſes, and, 
8 45 at onthe whole. 
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mirers, and juſtify themſelves in their reſolved Op- 

poſition. to A oy and fixed-Defign to 2 

an n . > * at 5 
The Committee. of the Aſſembly being unſuc . 
ceſsful in their, Conference, with the proteſting Bre- 
thren, offered their Overture upon the whole Affair; 
which being read and conſidered, the Aſſembly by a 
very great Majority, (tho' ſeverale voted againſt it, 
thinking the Cenſure too low,) enacted and appointad 
as follows. n 
The. General Mambiy ordains, That ibe four Jre 
thren aforeſaid, appear before be Commiſſion in. 
Auguſt nert, and then ſbow their Sorrow for their 
Conduct and Mile hapiour, in offering to proteſt. 
aud, in giving in to this Menbiy, the Paper. by 
them ſubſeribed.; and that they then retract the ſams, 
A in, Caſe. they do not appear before the fad 
 Commiſhon in Auguſt, and then ſhow their Sorrow... 
and retradi af ſaid is, the Commiſſion is hereby in- 
powered, and appointed to ſuſpend thr ſaids Bros. 
hren, or ſuch' of them as ſhall not o, from the, 
Exerci(e of their. Miniſtry. And further, in 6% 
the ſaids Brethren ſhall be ſuſpended by the ſaid Cum: 4 
wn, and. that they ſball act contrary to the. 
ſaid Sentence of Suſpenſion, the 22 is here · 
by innowered and appointed, at their Meeting its © 
November, or. any ſubſequent Meeting, to Proceed _ 
to 4 higher, Cenſure againſt the ſaid four Brethren, © 
gr. ſuch ofrhem. as hall continue to Mend, by tram 
gr ing this Ad. ot to AD rt 1909.4 
This, AQ:may loak like Severity againſt the four. ' 
Yroteſting, Brethren ; yet conſidering the Indulgence 
tham, in; appointing- ſo many Conferences, 
270 onde ſcenſions made, to them, in the whole 
ſcmblies were known. to have. done in like Caſes, e- 
very Body muſt be convinced, that their Perrerſeneſm 
and Obſtipacy. — from the Aſſembly; 
and that it was in. the Power of theſs Brethren, by n** 
due Submiſfion to the lawful Authority of their Su- 


periors 


hat rd 


pmbly's. Conduct, beyond*what other Aſ. 
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periors, to have ſaved the Judicatures and themfelves 
all the Trouble, they had before this Act, and what 
has fallen out ſinee; but the Aſſembly, even in this 
AR, ſhewed no fmall Tenderneſs and Condeſcenſion 
towards them, in not ſuſpending or depoſing them 
preſently, as many of the Aſſembly inclined to have 
done, but by referring it to the Commiſſion, ' and de- 
laying it till Auguſt, gave 'them Time [covtly to 
confider their Conduct, and return to a better Mind. 
The Commiſſion met the 87% of Auguſt 1733, and 
they finding, that the General Aſſembly had reſer · 
red to them to eonfider the Proteſtation taken by Mr. 
Erskine, and adhered to by Mrs. Wilſon, Monerieff 
and Fiſher againſt their Act, agreed, that theſe 
Brethren ſhould be inquired ſeparately, If they are 
to give Obedience and Submiſſion to the Terms of 
the ſaid Act, and that each of them ſhall be required 
to give a direct Anſwer 2294 2:ce. Then the Mo- 
derator, after exhorting Mr. Zrikzne, put the Queſ- 
tion to him, upon which he craved a Delay until 
the Afternogn, and ſaid that he and his other Bre- 
thren Adherents, would tben give in their Anſwer 0 
to the Commiſſion in Writting. The Commiſſion 
agreed to delay the Affair to the Time deſired, but 
reſolved that then each of the foreſaid Miniſtefs, 
ſhall ſeverally and iv Voce give a direct "Anſwer. k, 
At the next Meeting, Mr. '\Ebentzer . Eriſtne 
and Mr, James Fiſber offered a Paper ſighed \ by 
them, and ſo did Mrs. Vilſon and Moncrieff an other , 
Paper ſubſcribed by them, which Papers, they ſaid, |. 
contained their Thoughts, with reſpect to the Act 
of the laſt Aſſembly: And then the Queſtion was 
put to Mr. Erst ine, if he was ſorry for his Coy- 
duct and Misbehaviour - in offering to proteſt, and in 
giving in to the late General Aſſembliy che Paper 
by. them ſubſcribed, and if he would now! fetfact 
the ſame ? Upon which he ſaid with a very baughty 
Air, that the Paper now offered contained His | he 
wer, and deſfirtd' to have it rcd. 
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And being again interrogate, if the ſaid Paper con. 
tained a Retractation of his Proteſt? He would re- 
turn no other Anſwer, but as before, That - the * 
offered, contained his Anſwer. The Commifſion 
| obſerving that the Papers given in by the Brethren 
were of a great length, and that the Reading of them 
could conſume too much of their Time, ſo that they 
could not overtake other important Affairs referred 
to them by the Aﬀembly, if they ſhould read them, 
did therefore often urge the Brethren, to give a di- 
rect Anſwer to the Queſtion, and that the rather, 
that all that could be advanced in theſe Papers was to 
no Purpoſe, unleſs they did contain a Retracta tion of their 
Proteſts, and a Declaration of their Sorrow for giring is 
in; and they were told that the Commiſſion were not 
to fit and hear the Act of Aſſembly impugn'd by 
their Papers, being expreſly tied down to judge at 
this Meeting, according to the Aſſembly's Appoint- 
ment. But the Commiſſion perceiving an. invincible 
Obſtinaey in the Brethren, that could not be con- 
quered, either by Entreaty, or Argument, or Autho- 
rity, all of them anſwering as Mr. Erskine had done: 
The Commiſſion at laſt allowed Mr. Erskzne to read 
the Paper ſubſcribed by him and Mr. Fiſher, as their 
Anſwer to the Commitfion's Queſtion, which contain- 
ed no Diſcovery of Sorrow for their Conduct, or Re- 
tractation of their Proteſt. Mr. Fiſber, who had ſub- 
ſcribed the ſaid Paper, did add, That he could not 
declare any Sorrow, or retra& the Proteſt, and found it 
his Duty to adhere thereto, and to the Papers 
given in under Form of Inſtrument, After this Mr. 
Wilſon was interrogate, who anſwered as above ; and 
laſt of all Mr. Aſoncrief, who anſwered in like man- 
ner. This perverſe and obſtinate Refuſal deſerved 
that the Sentence of the Commiſſion againſt them 
ſhould be immediately paſt, yet they, out of an Ex- 
ceſs of Tenderneſs to the Brethren, nominated a Com- 
mĩttee of their Number, to deal with them, and en- 
dea vour to remove their Miſtakes. gt 8 g 
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" which he earneſfly wiſht 


bod the Sentence, and they were 
fpeak againſt it, he beſeech'd them iy the nivſt ent - 


de chat at lealt —— 
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The 1 18 gt? their beſt Bndta- - 
yours with wing that the Brethren, had 
Ader lared to t 


a their Rela ic Reſolarion to adhere; to the 


Paper, which they 
and ſaid, they 92 5 cl pr 


5 Por 7 
And nr the 


& juſt 3 bur "inlited 4 


their Sorrow for - 
embly, nor rYetr aft it. 
b os and Monerief, 


„ beciufe of the Agreement of theſe two Bre 
thren to 'the forefaid Report of the Committee, 
they were heard 9724 voce, at great length; as to 


| 4 they had to offer ; «nd then , they willy + 


for Liberty to complain to the next Ge Afem- 


bly, agtia(t the faid Alolntion excloding them 


ta being beard by their 

fed, t 10 = E of 
Commiltionmey unce 
ati nul; to Tie Proteſt 
adhered. Then 


and further pto- 
which the 


em, mall be void: 


uſpenfion 


Kar, and b eat P Ls 5 
33 to er Leun 1 to ** and = S 
iments { the 2 General Afembly, did ſuſ. 


Ae, yr Brethren from the Exerciſe of 
pena the 1 and Eo the Parts thereof. 
And the Brethren bei ing to have. the. 


Sentence intimated to 1 28 * oderator told 
theth he was ſorry to intimate a Sentence, which 


he reckoned would be A N to them; that 17 


wiſhr they would 8 nk in ſayi Thin 
grinſt it; for af b fe any: it, 
might ſtill, thro? the © good IS and Bleffing 4 
God continue to be uſeful Miniſters of this Church, 
5 but if they ſhould _ 
a it, this 766d widen the Breach, and 
pe make it irreparable. And after he had 


ape 


to the Commiſſion, 


heir Paper might bo | 
read > But the Commiſſion ju — — was not 


inlt t 
8 * Erskane and Fiſher 
3 to give. 


Nhe 6 _ 


aw. . wb .i. a -.. a A Ts. 
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upon it for this] N bt, 35h take it to Condes 

tion, and they Denk have-Acceſs to do what they 

thought fit to Morrow ; but this they . 3 : 

refuſed; * Wherefore the Moderator cited th 

acta to compear before, the Commiſſion, the ; ſecond 

Wedneſday of November next; upon which the ſai 

four Minifters declared that they « "adhered to and re- 
newed the Proteſt taken by — in Thi Gr 

which i is a8 follows. 


We hereby adhere 1 to the Proteſtation taken 8 us, 
before this Court, for our ſelves, and in Name of. 
tbe” Miniſters, Elders aud Members of the Chur 
of Scotland, and of all and every one in our reſpecti va 
Congregations, -adbering to us, bearing that #his 
Sentence is in it ſelf null and void, and that it ſhalt 
be. lawful and warrantable for us to exerciſe ou 
Mini ſtry as hitherto we have done, and af 
ſuch. Ces had been inflifted ; and that, if. . 
Comſeguęnce of the Sentence any Mi ni ſter or Proba. 
tiouer ſhall exerciſe any Part of our paſtoral Mork. 
the ſame ſhall be held and repute as 4 violent In 
rruſion upon our miniſterial ZLabeur ; and 296 do” 
hereby proteſt for Extras of the Paper given iu 
by ut, and of the whole of rhe, Commuſſwn's Proce- © 


dure againſt . * e we tale latina 

Wi Po 1.71 .23; | | 
finiees 2 : Ronunans, Basking; 
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This, FIR flies NON! in tbe 025 of 4 

thorizyyf yours of the Heightof. Pride and Diſdain, cone 
teigs In it ſuch « Meaſure of Diſreſpe, Contam 

ind. Diſobedience; nay of flat Rebellion, and of ry A | 

med un Lee Reer to continue in it, - that we 

aver, 4 Proteſt of 


may with ood. Ground 
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Had the General Aſſembly only referred this affair 
to the Commiſſion and empowered them to do there- 


en ſo attrocious; but When the "Commiſſion had 
not only an Aſſembly Power, to act in it, but were 


Senſure, upon an Event the Aſſembly did foreſee 
might fall out, and appointed them to execute it, 
with a Limitation, as to the Time, there can be no 
roteſting Brethren; for when 
they proteſt, that it is null and void, the Indignity 
teſlecte on the Aſſembly, as diſowning their Power 
and Authority to make any ſuch Appointment. Mi · 
niſters of great Renown in this Church have been 
ſuſpended for lefler Faults by Aſſemblies, and ne+ 
ver reclaimed, counting the Exerciſe of their Mini- 
ſtry a light Thing to be put in the Ballanee with the 
Order and Peace of the Church. Maſters {narew 
Ramſay and William Colvil Minifters of Ediuburgb, 
and Ornamente to the Church of Scotland, for theit 
Eminence in Learning, Diligence in their Calling, 
end. Stritneſs'in their Converſation, were ſuſpended _ 


from'the-Exerciſe of their minifterial* Function, be- 


eauſe they had not Clearneſs about the Sinfulneſt of 

the Duke's Engagement, and not reading the Cauſes 
of « Faſt upon that Account, OE 
many to be a very ſevere Cenſure. But theſe good 
Men never offered to proteſt againſt the 


Sentence as void and null, nor preſumed to exerciſe 
Patt of their Paſtoral Office; nay tho' the Aſſem- 
bly Anno 1649, proceeded againſt them to the Sentence 
of Depoſition, they never attempted it, till the Sen ; 
tence was taken off. But to come nearer t& the pre- 
ſene- Caſe, Mr. Haillie Principal of the College of 
Glaſzo9,'1h a Letter to Mr. Sang, of the Diete Syp- 


tember 14. 1642. to be found in“ Manuſcript Colle ci. 


on- of his Letters, which is in the Hand of hit Friend 
concerning” the Act of Aſſembly Anno 1649, placing 
the Powe? of Election of Miniſters in the Kcirk Cees 
281 5 i — in rms 


j 


informs ud, That Mr: Dari Calderwood, 4 'Minifirr 


nw great Note in our Cburcb, tni##ed* a u 
rote ſtation againſt chat Af, and reguired to be're+ 
giſtrate; and adds, hit ir tbe firſt 
heard of in 'our Time; and bad it 


tion was not, becauſe: that Act excluded the Ky 7 
but becauſe the Right and Power was not lodged in 
the Hands of the Presbytery. Mr. | Erskive, when 
the Act Anne 1732 was paſt, gave bie Tegimdvy, and 
proteſted againſt the ſame, but was it no Danger of 
any Cenfure from that Aſſembly: He is now juſtly 


22 
come from any 6+ 
ther, he bad not eſcaped Conſure. But this Proteſta “ 


cenſured, for other Offences above mentioned. 


The Act of Aſſembly 19493) having net only 


ordained the four Brethren to ſhew their Sorrow for 
their Conduct and Mis behaviour in offering to wo | 
1 


teſt againſt the Aſſemblys Rebuke giten te 
Erskine, and to retract the faid. Proteſti before the Com- 


miſſion in Auguſt theroafter; but likewiſe, that in, 


— 


Caſe the ſaids Brethren ſhall be ſuſpended, and that 
they ſhall act contrary to the ſaid” Suſpenſion, the 
Commiiſion is impowered and appointed at the Meet 


ing in November, or any fubſequent Meeting; to pro- 


ceed to a higher -Cenſure” againſt them, or ſuch of 
them, ms mall continue to offend; © Therefore weſhall 
proceed to what remains of the Narrative, and give 


an Accuunt of the Actiags of the Commiſſion in No . 


dember following, concerning this Affair. 


Pho it was nottour, that theſe Brethren had acted 


contrary to the Sentence of Suſpenſion, yet the Mode- 
rator made s Motion, that a Committee ſhould Ge wed 


minated to confer with them; to the End, that the 


Commiſſion might it poſſible remove their Miſtakes, 
and have Opportunity of ſhowing all Tendernele to 
them, that can be found oonſiſtent with their Du 

which Motion was agreed ih es e ee en 


and this Reſolutien was intimated to them; but Mr. 
Erikine; inſtead of boing leùfible of this- Conde ſcen- 
L - 2 "2 


ſion 


* 


„, 
NX 
Mr. Erckins and hie Adherents were kulled in, 


> 


SIN” f :28 )) 
Goh, deſigned, being it feems reſolute” 10 below hin 
aun Method, rather than to be directed by tbe Com- 
* miſſioa in managing his Cauſe, tho it be a Right in- 
berent in all Courts to order the Method of Procedure 
in all Cauſes before them, did, in a Manner wholly. 
unprecedented, ſo far as we know, begin to tead 4 
per; and tho'. interrupre+ once and again by the 
oderator, and the Call of the Court requiring h im 
to ſtop, till he ſhould be allowed, did ſtill perſiſt | 
to. read fur ſome Time, | contrary to the declared” 
Mind of the Court, and the Surprise of all-Perſons 
preſcnt (another Specimen of what Spirit theſe Men 
are) but at laſt being by the general Voice of the Houſe 
| obliged to give over reading, the Commiſſion pro- 
ceeded to name the Jommittee, and the Committee 
being nominated, and the Time of the Meeting fixed, 
this Reſolution was intimated to the Brethren” Ar 
the ſame Diet ſeveral Miniſters. gave in the follow- 
ing Papers, vi. Addreſſes from the Synods of Naſr, 
Fife and Stirling, 4 Repreſentation of che Synod of | 
Dumfries, Lettets from the Synods of Murray, Gal. 
toway, Angus and Mearns, Repreſentation from the 
Presbytery of Dornock, and a Letter from the Presby- 
tery of Aberdeen, all relative to the Proceedings of 
oi. in Auguſt laſt againſt the four Bre- 
The Committee named in the Forenoon, reported 
the ſame Day in the Afternuon's Diet, that they had 
conferred with the ſaid Brethren, but without Succeſs. 
Then they were interrogated--aboat their Submif- 
fion to the Sentence of the Comm iſſion in (Auguſt. - 
laſt. And Mr. Erskine anſwered, Thar: the At e 
the late Ajjembly, suecuted dy the Com miſſion, as, in 
his Opinion, mconſiſtent with the Com migſion he had: 
received ſnom Gad, and that hehaddetermingd him 
felf, to obey God rather thas Man ; and: therefore; 
be had ugt obeyed, nor ſubmirte tothe Sentence. 
Moeſſ. MWilſon, Moncrief, and Fiſber acknowledged, 
= 7 bas they bag not. ſubmitted, buy” bad : exerciſed adi. 
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rtr of their miniſterial Work, at if 1 Beh ges 
had paſt.” This Reaſon. given for their not ſuhoꝰ 
Ne to the Sentence, will ap to be very fog 
ſurpriſing, if it is co dered, that as, hat- 
eher Call from God they had ta the Miniſtrh, it, ua, 
mediately by the Church, witnout whole authoritati 1 5 
Miſſion, no ihward Call could warrant them toth 
themſelves into the miniſteris Office: 80 likewile, 
to their continuance in the Office! they have — 4 
ed from the Church, they are to bo ſubject ta herñ 
ada) be diſpoſed of as ſhe ſhall ſe Cauſe, at Fast | 
n= ATE eſpecially hea i it * arcs and l {ound, 
* urc C 8019 
- Unleſs theſe Brethren aſſert that they are e 
ary Churchyofficers, like the Apoſtles: Nor of Auen, Mts: 
ther by Man, but by 'Feſus Chriſt, and Goũ the. Hat ber. 
Gal. 1, 5. they qught not to have alledged, tharthenm 
Submiſſion was inconſiſtent with aby Commiſſion than 
they had received from God, but with a af Reſolution, 
they bad formed to keep their Chuiches, 
| to look upon all, who ſhall, by. the Appointment 
of. the Chirch, exerciſe. any Part of the paſtoral Work, 
in their reſpective Pariſhes, as violent Intruders. But, 
Mr. Ersking was a Miniſter of Stirling, Mr. Wilſon, 
of; Perth, a di ſo on a8 to the other two, by Verzug 
an Admiſſion, or Ordination by the eſta 
Church of Scorland, and upon theſe Terme, to which 
they n had. — and fince 1t-wgs by, 
heir Authority that they were, Miniſters ef these 
hurches, it is altogether abſurd; to decline that Aus 
thority, and refuſe Suhmiſſion to it. Again. every: 
erroneous Perſon, or immoral Miniſter may proteit, 
againſt the Cenſure of the Church. and continue to 
exerciſe his Miniſtry; and for a Juſtification of, 
their Conduct, may alledge; as Mt. Er skanegthat they, 
have received;,a- Commiſſion fręm God, gc. The, 
Addrefles, Regyeſeneations and. Letters above menti- 
oned, were read, which ſet n. great Concern, 
of the ſeveral. Judicatures {| from ; whom. deu Sen 2 
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ſuſpended 
much Lenity and Tenderneſs — ſhewed to 


As to the Number of theſe addrefſing 5 
E are two 9 Aerdeen ind Dornooł, to 


for "BY Preſerration of the: Peace of the Church: in 


the Commiſſion's Proceedings, concerning the four 
Brethren, and their earneſt Deſire, that 'as 


them as the Commiſſion ſnould find confiſtent. with 
their Duty, Some of them alſo did bear their Diflatie- 
faction wich the Behaviour of theſe Brethren fince. 
Auguſt laſt 

| Bar becauſe theles Addreſſes, Reprefentatiourind 
ave — 5 ſhone Noiſe — the Coun» 
ti 1 ind is - t by many well diſpoſed per- 
ſons:that"fince they were ſeit from K Wo 


Aided them, as not to have proceeded againſt the 


© ſuſpended Brethren to a higher Cenſure; We ſhalt 


be zt ſome Pains to ſer their Papets in a fair Light, 
the” it may be ſuſficient on this Head to ſay no 
more, than that the peremptory Act and A Point- 
merit 'of a General Aſſembly on the Comm ĩſſion to 
— and execute à higher - Cenſure, in caſe of: an 

vent, which they did foreſee might come to paſe;' 
end which «ftually did happen, ſhould > have influ- 


enced theſe Synods and Protbyrkries;” not to inter- 


ſe in the A Hir; but fince they have thought 
to do it, the foreſaid expreſs Appointment of 
«General | Aﬀembly; upon the Commiſſion, "did 


jeftlyweigh-more with them than the Applications) 


of thefe Synods and Presbyterics, ſinte the Commilſi-7 
on were not to receive their luſttuct ions from them, 
being already inſtructed by the ff Aflembly; nei- 


the Commiſſion from the Sentence they came to paſs, 
and the Cenſure they agreed to infſf ct. And Ff. 
Judiesture 


"om: 


—— the Commiſſion ſhould have ſo far ro · 


ther were they ſubje& or Aaccountable-to them: bat? 
end de the next General Aﬀembly. Jn; | 1090s 
However, à fſhort View of thels Papers 
to the impartial and unprejudiced Reader, that there? 
was nothing in them of ſuch Moment as to divert 


will ewe 


r e ec oe, a. 0a; tn alt ts. 


% + Fe Fo 


— 


1 um; — * 1 _—_ — a” 


a RR Se. 4. ich. Ad © 


ageinff Mr. Erskine, 


thelr Rppeobetlon; nay 
8 


2 4985) ; | r 
Bllom, who had addreſſed the Commiſſion in aut 


der Favour t Mr. Ernie und hi Adhertnts gue © © 


cheſs being but « ſmall Numper of 55 Presbyteries in 
the Church of Scotland; thei 3 this very 
Account will appear to be ſingular-- There ate in · 
deed ſeven Synode, who either: repreſent or addreſo ia 
behalf of theſe Miniſters; but if the Reader will 
give Attention to the following Remarkoe, theſe Re- 
preſentations will be found to come to a vity-{mall 
Account. The Synod of/ Raſt and Pres of 
Dornock ly in ſuch a remote and diſtant Part of the 
Nation, that they had not an Opportunity of know- 

ing'much of this Aﬀair, but by Rumour and Report, 
which are not much to be relied upon: Whereas the 


| Synod of Stirling, the General Aſſembly, and the 


Commiſſion, who judged therein, had the proper 
Vouchers laid before them, which opened it up to 
them, with ſuch Evidence as to the Facts, and all the 
Aggravations of the Brethren's ' Misbehaviour, that; 
according to the received and approven Rules of judg-. 
ing in ſuch Matters, theſe Courts could not, in any 
Cenfiftency with the Conſtitution and Authority of 
this Church, have ated any other Part from firſt to 
laſt, than they have done. Now, this being the 
Caſe of the Synod of Reſt, and Presbytery of Dornock, 
that thoy know extremely little of the Affair, what 
wes repreſented: by them could not merit any great 
Regard. As fort Synod of Perth and Sterling + 

ee Bec Tree ne Ek 
the ſu Brethreg is very ſurpriſing, fince that 
very Synod had begun and commenced the Proceſs 


tered in his Sermon before them, and agreed to re- 
buke him. And when Mr. Bretius had appealed 
from them to the Aſſembly, that Synod, By their 
Commiſſionets, had mainta ined the Juſtice of the 
ſaĩd Sentence before that ſupreme Judieature, and had 
Aula inflictod the 


very 


for Lenity und Forbearance to 


the indecent Expreffions ut 


N 


ey Ctnfiite Which the te to. Nö 


[this being the Occaſion of all that Hus followed fine, 
it i not ſo regalat höt ſuitable in them to appear 
ene Mr. "Brotines Behalf; when the Affombly, 
-by-their /Combiflion, were reſenting the ' Indignity 
asd Contempt offeted- to them, for infliting a Cen- 
ure, chat the Synod had thought to be juſt; nay, the 
ſoreſaid Synod at their laſt Meeting; when an Over- 
dure was propoſed, and much urged, for mutual For- 
bearancain the: Pulpits in their Sermons concerning 
the preſent Differences, yet the ſame was laid afide'; 
1 — ſines they would not agree to uſe Lenity and 
orbearanee towards one another, an Addreſs from 
_ - _ them, for Lenity and Forbearance to theſe Brethren} 
 - © Was not ſo proper and ſeaſonable z beſides; it was told 
iu open Comm iſſion, and none contradicted it, That 
there were brought up to that Synod upwards of Thir- 
ty Country Elders, who were kept there free of Char 
ges till the Turn that was to be ſer ved by them was 
| finiſhed; and by their Votes the Addreſs was carried, 
. {a for the Synods of Angus and Mearns, Murray and. 
Roſ7, in each of theſe ſeveral Brethten entered their. 
Diſſent againſt 'theſe Synods, intetpofivg in an Affair; 
concerning which the General Aſſembly bad given 
their Inſtructions; nay, their Command to the Com- 
miſſion. '' And as to the Synod ol Fife, ſome” of this 
Members defired it wight be marked, that they 
were not for ſuch a ſpecial Addreſs as the Plurality | 
of the Synod had gone into. The.Synods of e 
and Murray cannot be underſtood to plead. the Cauſe 
of the ſuſpended Brethren ;, for the one will not juſti 
fy, and bu other exprefleth a Diſſatisfaction with 
their Conduct-. The Synods of Galloway and Fife, 
and the Presbytery of Dornocł, addreſs. the Com- 
miſſion in a moſt diſcreet and ſubmiſſive; Way, for Le- 
vity and Tendemeſs to the ſuſpended Brethren with- 
dut offering to preſcribe. to the Commiſſion in an Af; 
fait, concerning which they were fally inſtructed byỹ 
the Adcmblyz for they leave it to the un, 


2127 4 . 
-D 


4 au \ 7 . < - » 0 
Ir RY 


2 2 
20 | 
vs $241 
_- 5 
n. 
Cy 
4 £ 4 
* 5 
* w ' 


mw 


OO 6 a 


] 
ir 
5 
y 
- 
© 
. 
P 
p 
: 
4 
1 
; 
1 
t 


Aff oe a. cM * 
Pd jor 
** 
= 


6 -33 


to act and do therein as they in their Wiſdom ſhall 
jadge proper and competent; and fince the Commiſ- 

on aid not think it proper, there was no Diſreſpect 
ſhown to theſe reverend Judicatures. There are in- 
deed ſome of theſe addreſſing Judicatures, who take 
it upon them to preſcribe. to the Commiſſion what 
they ought to do. The Synods of Perth and Stirling. 


| of Angus and Mearns, were for the Commiſſion's de- 


laying to proceed to a higher Cenſure, till their 
Meeting in March next; there are others, di. the 
Synods of Dumfries, Murray and Roſs, why urged, 
that a Delay may be granted till the Meeting of the 
next Aſſembly. This now is all that comes out 


from theſe Addreſſes, That five Synods were for the, 


Commiſſion's delaying to proceed to a higher Cen- 
ſure. But is this any great Affair, when the Aﬀems« 
bly had enjoined them to proceed ; and if to this we 
add, that there were five Synods who did not inter, 

de, judging it an Innovation, and a Thing unprece- 
be ted in this Church, namely Caithneſt and Orkney, 
Aberdeen, Argyle, Merſe and Teviotdale, Lothian 


= and Zaveeddale, and this laſt is as numerous as ſome 
Three of the Synods addreſſiag for a Delay. Nay 


the Synod of Glaſgo r, the moſt numerous Synod in 


this National Church, repreſent to the Commiſſion 


with great Unanimity, in an oppoſite Strain, obſer- 


ving with Concern, That there are Divifions and A- 
nimoſities promoted by ſome Miniſters lying under 
the Cenſure of the Church, and expreſſing, with Re- 
ſentment, the Contempt with which 

are treating the Authority of this Church, defire 


theſe Miniſters 


the Commiſſion to proceed, ſo as to ſtop the courſo 


of both theſe growing Evils. 


But the Letter of the Presbytery of Aberdeen ex- 
ceeds all, when they ſay, That they humbly conceive, 


that the Sentence of Suſpenſion is too high to be in- 


flicted upon theſe Miniſters, and a ffretehing of 
Church Authority, and admoniſh the Comm iſſion to 


forbear ſuch Management for the Future, If this is. © 
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not aſſuming and going beyond their Sphere, we know. 


not what it is. They humbly differ not only from 
the Commiſſion, - but from the Aſſembly, who ap- 
1 the Suſpenſion, and humbly find Fault with 
oth. An Addreſe conceived in ſuch a Strain, obli- 
ged very near the one Half of the Presbytery to dif- 
tent, thinking, that fuch an Addreſs had a Tendeney 
- to ſhake the Rod of Diſcipline out of the Hands of 
the Commiſſion, when the ſuſpended Brethren, in the 
mean Time, were carrying the Weapons of Rebellion 
in theirs. ä 2 8 — 7 | Is 
The great, if not the only Argument pled in ſome 
of the foreſaid Addreſſes and Repreſentations for a 
Delay to proceed to a higher Cenſure was, That the 
Comm iſſion have it in their Inſtructions, to take heed 
and advert to the Intereſts of the Church on every 
Occafion, that the Church, and the preſent Eſtabliſh- 
ment thereof, do not ſuffer or ſuſtain any Prejudice 
which they can prevent. From this it was argued, 


not to proceed to inflit any higher Cenſure. But 
the Commiſſion, perceiving that the Honour and Au- 
thoriry of this Church were inſulted, and boldly at- 
tack'd oy 6 ſuſpended' Brethren, they could nor 
think of berraying or ſurrendering {ſuch important In- 

tereſte to thoſe that openly invaded them; the Loſs 
of either being 4 greater Evil to the Church, than 
the Rent and Schiſm which Mr. Erskine and his 


Adherents were carrying on: For if the Authority 


of a General Aſſembly is once gone, no Act of that 
Court will afterwards be obeyed; nor a Recommen- 
dation regarded; bur as Miniſtets and Members: of 
this Church ſhall think fit. By this Means, a Ge- 
neral Aſſembly will no more be à Court of Judica- 


ture, but'a' conſultative Meeting for Council and 


Advice, which every inferior Court, or particular Mi- 
niſter of this- Church may receive or teject, as they 
or he have a Mind. Beſides, if the _ Au- 

otity 


That ſince à Schiſm had ariſen in the Church, the 
Commiſſion, to prevent the Growth thereof, ought. Y 
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ſembly, 4nd expreſſed their Sorrow 


OO CC. ACTUYS ET 


the Luſts and Will of Men, no Error, no Hereſy, - 
no Schiſm, ne Scandal, nor any Diſorder or Irregula- 
rity whatſoever, can, after this, be either prevented 
or remedied; and every Defender or De linquent 
may, with Impunity, do whatever is good in bis n 
Eyes, without any to check or controul him. 
Furt her, the foreſaid general Inſtruction and Clauſes 
muſt never be conſtructed, as intended to overturn. 
a ial Appointment or Order of the. Aſſembly 
itſelf : For, as this is to give the Commiſſion a Pow»: 
er over the Aſſembly, which is moſt abſurd, ſo no- 
thing afted- by one Aſſembly can be overturned but 
by another. The Aſſembly knowing very well the 
divifive Temper and Diſpoſition of theſe Men, by 
Mr. Brekine s proteſting. againſt their Rebuke, and 
for Liberty to react all that he had done, which was 
to proteſt ſor a Lieenee to repeat the ſame Tranſgreſ- 
fions as oft as he pleaſed, and his Adherents joining 
with him therein; can any Perſon after this, who 
allows himſelf to think ſober! , pretend, that the 
forefaid general Inſtruction doth hit this preſent Caſe? 
The Commiſſion, after full reaſoning and mature 
Deliberation upon this Aﬀair, came to the following 


Determination, that they will proceed to inflict a higher 
- Cenfſure. on the ſaid % 


Cem ſpended Brethren, and not 
delay it till their Meeting in March, or tha next 
General Aſſembly. Hyd Mr. Zyskine and his Ad- 
herents retracted their Proteſtat ion 2 the Af 
or it, the Com- 
miſſion had not ſuſpended them; nay, had they done 
it in November, tho they bad contemned the Suſpens 
ion, by exerciſing their Miniſtry, it is likely the 
Commiſſion would not have proceeded further, but 
have taken off the Suſpenſion; hut when che Com- 
miſſion could not prevail on theſe Brethren, by all 
the Conferences held with them, to ſubmit to the 
Sentence of Suſpenfian, nor to , ſhow regard to the 
Authority and Honour of this Church, and their Bre- 
nab REED © 


r 


to this purpoſe, 4 Synod muſt ever put a Difference 
 $etwixt thoſe, aubo out of areal Scruple of Conſeience, 


| ſembly, Anno 1648, S. 30. ordaining, Tat i any 


be depoſed, 


- manifeſtly unfairbful to; the Truſt repoſed in them, 
' and guilry of open Diſobedicace to the Aſſembly 


£206.43; 


| thren that - differed from them, and abſtain from 


declaiming in the Pulpit againſt either: But ra» 
ther on the other Hand, they found that theſe Minis 
ſters would not liſten to Entreaty and Perſwaſion, 
nor hearken to any Expedient or peaceable Terms 


of Accommodation, nor recede in the leaſt, from 
any Thing they had done; but juſtified all the Steps 


they had taken, and ſeemed to be more and more 
e in a Reſolution to perſevere in their Diſ- 
obedience and di viſive Courſes; the Commiſſion could 
not delay till March their Proceeding to a higber 
Cenſure: For as all Lenity hitherto had been abuſed 
by them, ſo ſuch a Delay was in Effect, the giving 
them a Licence to diſobey for ſome Months longer, 
to harden themſelves in their ſchiſmatical Practices, 
and to ſtrengthen their Party, that ſo they might 
be formidable to the Commiſſion at their next Meet- 
ing. The worthy and learned Mr. George GlleſÞie 
in his Aſſertion of the Government of the Church 
of Scotland, Part. 24. Page 153. ſpeaks excellently 


do in a modeſt and fpeaceable Way, refuſe Obedience 
ro their Ordinances, ſtill uſing the Means of heir 
zetter Information, and thoſe who contemptuouſly 
or factiouſiy diſobey the ſame, labouring with all 
#herr Might to firengthen themſelves in their Error, 

and ro perſwade others to be of their Mind. 
- Beſides the Commiſſion's Determination to procee 

to a higher Cenſure, is | agreeable to the Ag of = 


Suſdended, Miniſter, during bis Suſpenſion, ſhall. ex» 
erciſe any Pars of the miniſterial Calling: be ſhall 
A the Commiſſion could not delay progeedin 
to a higher Cenſure till March, fo far leſs cant 
they do it till the next Aſſembly, without being 


theiy 
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BY the Clock. 
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their Confiituents, expreſly appointing iy t TY 
9. 


ceed to & higher Cenſure at their Meeting in 

vember, or in any 8 Meeting, if the ſuſpen- 
ded Brethren continue to: act contrary to the 
Suſpenſion: And as-ſuch 2 Dela, would have in- 
deter the Commiſſion in the ſame Guilt of .Diſobedi* 
ence with theſe Brethren; ſo it was to lay befote o- 


thers an Example of Diſregard to the ſupreme Antho- - 


rity of the Church, and ſo do-what they could'to render | 
Gonna Afſemblies wholly uſeleſs :. For it is as 
* Ds to have no national Aſſemblies at all, as 

ave ſuch as are deſtitute of Power, and void of 
Authority, and conſequently. ſuch as will never bo 
regarded. After the Commitfion had determined 


to proceed, it was repreſented by 4 Member, 


that he had Reaſon to believe, that at leaft ſome of 
the ſaid ſuſpended Brethren were diſpoſed to' ſuffer 
their Miſtakes to be removed: And therefore moved, 
that a Committee ſhould be appointed once more 
to confer with them. And the Moien being agreed 
<<, who. ad reti · 
he ſaid Committee, 


to, a Committee was nominate 
red for the End propoſed. 


after ſome Time ſpent in the Conference, reported 


that the ſuſpended Minifters had impowered them, 


ts deſire the Indulgence of the Commiſſſon as: fo allow 


them all To morrow Morning, being the . 

to conſider of what had been. laid, before them 1 
the. Conference with the Committee. The, . | 
miſſion agreed to delay the Affair, and recommended 
to the Committee. to meet again with the | {aids - 
Brethren, and report to them To. Worrow! at 1 ele 


per to f. ubjoln « 4 "Copy of an Overture 


Committee to the ſuſpended: | 
ego, us i hs "drawn | up in e N 0 


of Mr. Erikins and bis Adheredta”, d 
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Here it-i8- 


The Committee: 1 de Gn 22 , having ſuſtained 
# Conference with the four ſu 15 ended 1 
concerning the Grounds of the. laſt Minh ' Sen- 
72 do ee that they are under  Apprehenfions, 
dia agen Mr. Ergkive for uttering 

ti * „ 5; the Ad of 

25 that thereby 
Ing againſt any Ad of the Amb, whatſoever 
it may happen to be, which they rhink inconſiſtent 

with their 45 hriftian Liberty, 2. the Power they 
bad received from the Lord 1, Chriſt. Where. 
as the . 1, After reading of the 2 of = | 
Ami, That the Sentence e Bepreſtions, i only a+ 
| Lainſt 255 Ent ine fo for off reſrzons, 2 
A 


urb the 4 hyp and good Order of this 
b bence they W wy i thx they did not 
l poly ix M the reverend Co mmiſtion would diſtin- 
guiſt bereen the Matter and the Manner of Mr. 
Erskine's Sermon, and * 10 theſe Brethren, 
that they judge npthing Iſe to be intended by the 
late 4, . ich Caſe, the Jaid Brethren 
are willing 10 rei hits Proteſt, and to reſolde in 
the Strength 3 to behave with all regard to 
55 240 ana Authority of the Church, exerciſed in 
"F 
Another Propatal on made to "the which was 
6 conceived after” this Manner. , 
= 4 the next General AJjembly 285 declare, 50 


embly 1732, 


1. war mor * by the AH of the la 2 70 
Ae or take away Fe Privzleg Nd D 22 of. 975 
| 1 2 2 2 againſt Deſehtons e [ball 
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niſters are S from ſpeak- 


; | 1 4 1 ( 39 ) 6 3 „ 
Conſideration, gave their Anſwer in writting, the. 
Tenor whereof follows. 

At to the Propoſal made by the Comminoe to us, 
That we ſbould withdraw our. Proteſtation, in aa 
a ſubſequent Membiy ſhould declare, That it was. 
not meant, by the Act and Sentence of the laſt Hm 
bly in Mr. Erskine's Fair, to deny or tate away. 
the Privilege and Duty of Miniſters to teſtify again 
Deſeotion s. Aﬀter ſerious and mature Delaber ati». 
on, we have no Freedom to go in to rho ſaid Propoſal, 
and that becauſe the ebvious Senſa and Meaning of. 
the ſaid Act and Sentence appears to us to lay a Re. 
ſtrains on miniſterial Freedom and Faiihſuluaſt, in 
reſtifying againſt the Act of Ajembly 1132. and the. 
like Deſections in this Church, upon proper Occaſi-. 
ons. And as this mas the Ground of our Protefia-. 
tion, ſo any Declaration that a f — Agembly. 
can make, cannot remove the Ground upon bie we- 
proteſted againſt that Deciſion; in regard, that an 
s Ajembly, Wo 


Act and Declaration of the followin 
agreeable to the Word of Cod, can never take away 
the Ground of proteſting againſt a wrong Deciſion of . 
"4h r enbly. 5 . 
This Anſwer of the Brethren abundantly ſhews the 
Grounds the Committee had for making the follow- 
ing Report to the Commiſſion, to wit, That they had 
met with the ſuſpended Brethren, and that for ſome. 
7 ime they were in Hope to have ſome Sncceſs ; but. 
that they have at laſt declared tbeir Reſolutron 36 
continue of the ſame. Mind as formerly, and declt- 
ned to go into any Propoſals offered to tbeir Confide- 
ration by the Committee. ba 
This unexpected Report being made, the Com- 
mi ſſion cauſed read the Act of the laſt General Af. 


ſembly, the Sentence of the Commithen in Auguſt | 


laſt, and the Reſolution paſt in this Meeting of the 
Commiſsion upon Wedneſday, relative to theſe ſu- 
ſpended Miniſters. And after full Reaſoning, and 
mature Dcliberation, and calling in the ſaid Mini- 


ters 


. 


2 (40), 

ſters to join in Prayer for Light and Direction in this 
Affair, the Commiſsion, by a great Plurali ty, came 
to this Sentence, Of looſing the Relation of Mr. E- 
benezer Erskine Miniſter at Stirling, Mr. William 
Wilſon Minuiſter at Perth, Mr. Alexander Moncrief 
Hani ſtor at Abernethy, and Mr. James Fiſher Ai 
niſter at Kinclaven, ro their ſaid reſpeftive Pariſh- 
I and do declare them no longer Miniſters of the 
Church, and do hereby prohibit all Miniſters of this 
Chur ch ro employ them, or any of them, in any mi- 
niſterial Function; and the Commiſſion do declare 
the Churches of the. foreſaid Miniſters vacant, from 
and after the Dare of this Sentence. And appoints, 
that Letters from the Moderator, and Extract 
of this Sentence, be ſent to the ſeveral Presbyteries,. 
within whoſe Bounds | the ſaid Miniſters had their 
_ Charges,” appointing them to gauſe intimate this 
Sentence in the foreſaid ſeveral Churches now decla- 
red vacant, any Time betwixt and the firſt of Ja- 
nuary next; and alſo, that Notice of this Sentence be 
ent, by Letters from the Moderator, to the Magi- 
ſtrates of Perth and Stirling, the Sheriff of Perth, 
aud the Bailie of the Regality of Abernethy. And 
the Commiſſion further agreed to declare, That in 
caſe the ſaids. Maſters Ebenezer Erskine, William 
Wilſon, Alexander Moncrief, and James Fiſher, 
ſhall behave themſelves dutifully and ſubmiſtively to 
this Sentence, and ſhall make Application to the- 
Meeting of the Commiſiion in March next, and give 
Satisfattion to them, the Commiſſion will then re- 
commend them for Favour to the next General Aſe 


Ani. 


When the Moderator had intimate this Sentence 
to the four Brethren concerned, Mr. Erskine read, 
in the Hearing of the Commiſsion, a Paper, ſubſeri- 
bed by him and his Adherents, and threw it upon 
"the Table; but the Moderator, by the Direction of 
the Court, odered it to be given back again to 3 


41.) 


and they refuling it, the lame was taken up by a cer 
in the Commiſtion, whercot we 


_ rain Perſon preſent 


% 


give & true Copy. 


entered before this Court, both at their laſt Meeting 
in Auguſt, and when we appeared firſt before this 


Meeting. And further, we do proteſt in our ows. - 


Name, and in the Name of all and every one in our 
reſpective Congregations adbering. to us, That not- 


withſtanding of - this Sentence paſt againſt us, our 


Paſtoral Relation be held and repute firm and valid. 
And likewiſe we do proteſt, That notwithſtanding 
of our being caſt out from miniſterial Communion 


with rhe eſtabliſhed Church of Scotland, wwe ſtill hold ” 
Communion with all and every one, ao bo deſire, t . : 


us, to adhere to the Principles of the true Prezhy* 
rerian coyenanted Church of Scotland, in her Doo- 


trine, Worſhit, Government, and Diſcipline ; - and © 
oaning under 
the Grievan- © 
ces wwe have been complaining of, who are, in tbeir 
ſeveral. Spheres, wreſtling againſt the ſame. Bus © 
in regard the prevailing Party in this eftabliſhed - 
Church, who have now caſt-us out from mini terial 
Communion with them, are carrying on a Courſe of -- 
Defection from our reformed and covenanted Prin- 
ciples, and particularly, are ſuppreſſing miniſterial . 
Freedom and Faithfulneſs, in teſtiſying againſt the © 
Preſent Backſlidings of this Church, and enflifiing 
Cenſures upon Miniſters, for witneſſing, by t roteſta- -\ 
tions and otherwiſe, againſt the ſame. Therefore, 
we do, for.theſe and many other weighty Reaſons 16 
ze laid open in due Time, proteſt, That we are 0». 
bliged to make a Seceſſion from them, and that us 
can hade ue miniſterial ' Communion with them, tall: 
they (ce their Sins and Miſtakes, and amend then. | 


And in-like Manner U 7 oreſt, T hat 1 oe 7 


particularly with every one who are 
the Boilie, and who are affected it 


4 


Vr do hereby adhere to the Proteſtation formerly : 


— 
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r the Word of God, and Confeſſion of Faith, an 
ee and Conſtitutions of the covenanted 
. Church of Scotland, as if no ſuch Cenſure had paſt 

upon. us. Upon. all-which we take Inſtruments. And 


we berehy, appeal unts the firſt, free, faithful, _ 


'  Feſanwing General: Aſſembly of the Church © 


EMEA EncxiNi.. - 
WilLLIAM Wikg0N. 
Aczxanper Moncaizy, 

Jas Fromns. 


hen, © 


From the above Narrative it is now evident, 1. That 
Me. Erskine has obſtinately refuſed to give Obedi- 


e ence-to a lawful Command of the General Aſſembly, 


enjoining him to retract his Proteſtation againſt tho 


Afﬀembly's tendering a Rebuke to him, and to pro 
feſs. his Sorrow for it. We ſay « lawful Command. 
For ſince it is certain, that if Mr. Zrskine had been 
ſilent at the Rebuke, he could not have thereby cou- 
tracted any Manner of Guilt, or drawn Sin upon bim- N 


ſelf; and conſequently, when he did not ſu 


onſe | n mit, but 
proteſted e the ſaid Rebuke, and his Adhe- 
rents joi 


for this they might have done, and yet retain their 
Sentiments and Opinion with reſpect to the AR of 


l Anno 1732. They wete not hereby obli- 
t contrary either to their 32 or Conſci - 


Sed ee « ä | 
ence, nor required to renounce: their Judgment con- 


cerning the ſaid Act; nor were they bound up from 
reaſoning in a decent and becom ing Manner againſt | 
it, when in Judicatures they might e called to judge 
of controverted Calls; nay, the Preſs was free is 
them : And ſo they bad all Liberty to impugn the 
aich AQ; with all the Strength of Reaſon they were 
Maſters of, without any Trouble or Proſecution yr | 
To = hat 


— 


| "therein, they refuſed to give Obedience 
to à Command, requiring nothing that was finful 3 


taaput and warrantabis for. us to exerciſe rhe Ker 
Doctrine, Diſcipline and Governments, decor dong | 
4 rhe 


— 
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that Account. And | 
ſhould have obeyed, as ſaid is, rather than have con- 
temned the * Authority af the Church, and 
diſturbed the Peace and good Order thereof. | _ 
2. It is alſo evident from the above Narrative, 
that as it was faulty in Mr. Erskine not to ſubmit 
to the Aſſembly's Rebuke, ſo he and his Agherents, 
— — againſt it, were highly _cnlpable, for 
_ refuſing Submiſſion to the Sentence of Suſpenſion; be- 


cauſe of their not retracting their Proteſt, and not 


dec laring their Sorrow for the ſame 3 and acting con · 


trary to the ſaid Suſpenſion, by exerciſing their mi- 


cafe, they: 0 


— 


niſterial Office, as if no ſuch Sentence had paſt : E- 


ſpecially conſidering, the Submi 


but the Submiſſion required was in Matters of 
Church Diſcipline, with reſpe& to the Cenſures of 
Rebuke and Suſpenſion: For the general Rule in 
the caſe of Offences is, That Offenders ſhould be 
cenſured, in order to their being reclaimed and gained. 
This general Rule the Aſſembly and the Commil- 
ſion did but apply to a particular Caſe, and ſome 


required was not 
a Deciſion in a Matter of Doctrine, or Worſhip, nor 
a Submiſſion of their Judgment in « debateable Point 5. 


particular. Minifters, whom they looked upon to be 


© Offenders, with the Aggravations of Obſtinacy and 


Contumacy; ſo that the Queſtion comes to this, 
Whether or not. theſe Miniſters ſhould have given 
Submiſſion to the Cenſures the Church had inflicted 
upon them? And we contend they ſhould have g1- 


ven Submiſfion to them. And think this to bo evi · 


iſt, From the Word of Cod. It may be arg 
inferred from the Rule laid down by oiir ble 


' Savibur, Matth. xviii.” 1. where the Remedy in 


caſe of Offences is, Tell the: Church; It appears 


from the Apoſtolical Direction, Heb. xiii. 17. Obey 


them thut have rhe Rule over you, and qulmiꝭ gon: 
_ ſelves. And to name no more, this is clear from 


Nl "NY | pate 


* —— 


n 
Fared with Verſe 3s, Aud che Spirit of the Pro- 
| 2 are ſubjef to the Prophets ; for this ſtrong 
| . Reaſon, Verſe 39. For God it nor the Author of Con- 
8 of Peace, as in all the Churches of the 
4 * n ern e er 
. * 2dly. We have the beſt human Eecelefiaſtick Au- 
chority for ſupporting our Aﬀertion. The reformed 
Church of Frazce, Eccleſ. Dif. cap. 5. $ 29: is very 
pointed on this Subject, and determines, That a Pa- 
: flor or Elder breaking the Unity of the Churob, and 
vrefuſing to ſubmit to that which the Collocgue ( i. e. 
the Presbytery) had determined, ſball be ſuſpended 
rom hir Charge, to be further proceeded againſt at 
rde Provincial or National Synod, The Synod of 
South Holland, in their Reply to the Argument of 
Arminians, againſt Submiſſion to the Decifion of a 
Synod when it is wrong, becauſe the Members there- 
| of te fallible Men, give the following Reply, as we 
| have it, Acta Syn. Dord. 470. P. 95. Sed fac aliguid 
- ejuſmods decretum iri, Ec. that is, But let it be ſup- 
. Poſed, bat ſome ſuch Thing is decreed, yet Truth 
[i dual not therefore ſtill be kept under, but in due 
= * Time will break forth again; but in the mean Time 
= — Order, Quterneſs and Peace ought to be kept in 
if nie Church ef Chriſt : For God is not be God of 
. Confuſion, but of Peace: And therefore will have 
all Things to be done in his Church orderly, peace- 
"ably, and 3 There can be no Order or Peace 
in the Church of God, i every Man be permitted to 
teach what be wil, and be not obliged to give an 
Account of his Doctrine, nor ſubmit himſelf to the 
Judgment of any Syncd,' according to the Nrecept ＋ 
ths Apoſtle, 1 Cor. xiv. 49, 32. And Page 36. 46 
| ifs bac Remonſtrantium exceptio, Oc. that is, And if 
| his .] Exception of the Remonſtrants ſhould take 
Plaoe, no Eccleſiaſtical Cenſure or Diſcipline can as 
any Time be exerciſed in the Church of God, againſt 
_ the Authors of Scandals, eit her in their Docrrius 
er Practice; they will almays. reſiſt ther Judges, 
8 N & *$  Conliſtorzes 


* 
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* Conſiſtorzes, the Claſſet, ( i. e. the Presbyter ies) aud 
8 Synod i, and all that ſhall ofpoſa them. The Miod 
1 of our own, Church in the Matter is plain, from Act 
0 A. An. 1648, Seſſ. 30. ordaining, That if ang ſu- 


Spended Miniſter, during the Suſpenſion, ſhall ener. 


depoſed. Unto theſe great Authorities, we ſhall 
ſubjoin the Teſtimony of the pious and learned Mr. 
James Durham on the Revelation, Page ico, 
where he maintains, That ſubmzirring. to Church Porw- 


. without this Submiſſion, there could be no Govern- 
ment, nor Exerciſe of Lower. , 355 
$aly, Theſe Brethren were bound by their ſacred 


to preach the Goſpel, and afterwards when ordained 


of, the ſame, and to follow no diviſiye courſes from 


ſubject themſelves to the ſeveral Judicatories thęte- 
of, and to ſubmit, to their Admonitions, and finally 


to maintain the Unity and Peace of this Church a- 
gaiuſt Errror and Schiſm: All which Engagements. 


they have ratified by ſubſcribing che Formula. But 
they have deliberately broken theſe Bands aſunder, 


and vielently caſt theſe | Cords ſrom them; and 


no think to evade. this heavy Charge and Accuſa- 


tion, by alledging, they only promiſed. Submiſſion in 


the Lord; and that by theſe Engagements, they are 
not bound to ſubmit to any unjuſt Sentences and 
Cenfures of the Church. As to which we reply. 
1ſt, T bat their Conduct can have no Support or 
Countenance from this Qualification of their Sub- 
miſfion, for this Scripture Expreſſion is uſed con- 
cerning Children,  Zph. vi. 1. Children obey. your 


tarents in the Lord. Now from this Children muſt 


not plead, that they bare any Warrant to reſiſt apd 


counter. 


caſe any Part of the miniſterial Calling, be ſhall be 


er ita neceſſary and concerning Duly ; and that 


„ee and ſolemn: Engagements, when licenced 
to the Holy Miniftry, - to ſubmir to the Diſcipline ' 
and Government of the Church, and never endeavour - 
directly nor ind irectly the Prejudice and Subverſion 


the preſent Eſtabliſhment. in this Church, and te 


cdunteract the I of "thats Parents tho? 
ndleſs, as is plain from Heb. xii. 9. We have 
12 Fathers o 25 Fleſh, which corrected us, and 
we gave them Reverence, — Verſe 10. For they 
aersly for a few Days chaſtned us, after their own. 
" Pleaſure. Thus theſe Miniſters, as true Sons of 
the Church, ſhoutd' have ſubmitted to the Correcti- 
one of their Mother; and in ſo doing, their Submiſ- 
Gon would have been in the Lord, as. it is an ac- 
knowledging and owning an Authority that God 
bas appointed, zuly. When they ſay, That-by their 
Ordination Engagements, they are not bound to 
| fubmit to unjuſt Sentences and Cenſures, they 
bez the Queſtion; and their ſaying, that they aro 
unjuſt, is no Proof. They ſay, the ey are unjuſt, and 
ſo doa few other Minifters of their own Stamp, 
 - and ſomeof the People the have miſted : But then 
the laſt Aſſembly, and their Commiſſion, contend 
they are juſt; and in this, they have the greateſt 
Part of the Miniſters of this Church agreeing with 
them, and the moſt judicious and knowing Perſons 
of all Ranks of their Mind. The Caſe then in the 
- narroweſt View of it comes to this, That the four 
"Brethren cannot ſhew or prove, that the Aſſembly 
and Commiſſion are in an Error: And theſe Judi- 
catures on the other. Hand, are not ſo ſucceſsful in 
their Endeavours, as to convince theſe Brethren; 
= "that they are in the Wrong, 8c. Therefor | 
,  *Point upon which all doth turn is, Whether the 
ablick Jadgment and Sentence of the Church ought 
8 ſtund, and theſe Brethren ſubmit to it? Or whe- 
ther their private Sentiments ſhall prevail, ahd the 
Church ſubmit to them? The World will now judge 
- which of the two is Moſt reaſonable. Is it not to 
de preſumed, that in this Compariſon, the Aſſem- 
by and Commiſſion (being a Maltirude of Connſel- 
iourt herein is Safety) are rather in the Right, 
chan four Miniſtets; as being leſs blinded wirh 
8 , Faffiom and 2 Intereſts in the 3 
« 


I A „ c.v%q 
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To illuſtrate this, we ſhall ſuppoſe 4 Pres base 8 


found and declared a Miniſter to be - unſufficient for 
the Miniſtry, but he, intertaining a good Opinion of -- 
em 


his own Abilities; appeals from n to the Sy» 
nod: And finding no Redreſs there, Be carries his 


Cauſe to the Aſſembly, and when it comes there 
vor 
Or 
muſt the Aſſembly and the other Jud icatures of thb 
Church ſtoop and ſubmit to him? We ſuppoſe 3 


the Aſſembly alſo finds him unqualifiedz ought 
that Perſon A ſubmit and — hing 


will be in a Strait to determine here; and 
the Caſes are very much parallel. | 


Bu: further, Let it be ſuppoſed, (tho we can by] - 
no Means grant it) That the foreſaid Cenfures ar 
unjuſt, yet theſe, being in a Matter that does not 
450, aud much leſs overthrow the Doctrine, Wor- 
ſhip or Government of this Church in any Point, 


but is purely a Matter of Diſcipline, Submiſſion 


ſhould have been given: For as it is the: Judgment 

of all moderate Divines, that Reverence is due to a 
Church, even miſtaking and erring. in leſſer Mat- 
ters; ſo ſome wrong Ads of Diſcipline do noe 


diveſt her of herAuthority, and make it void; for if a 


few Acts of Male adminiſtration in ſuch little Things 
are improven ſo abſurdly by thoſe that are diflatisfied * - 
with them, no Government, whether Ecclefiaſtical  - 
or Civil could ſubſiſt for any Time, and inſtead f 
Peace and good Order, there would be nething but 
Anarchy and Confuſion: Since then, ſome wrong Ads 

of Diſcipline do nat make the Authority void and 
null, it is a neceflary Conſequence, that it muſt be 
.ſubmitred to; for an acknowledged: lawful Authority: ,- ' 


not ſubmitted: to, is as good, or rather at bad, 20 


none at all, as being the moſt precarious and im- 
potent Thing in the World. But ſince theſe Bea: 
thren in their: Proteſtation appealed to à free, faith - 
fall and re forming Aſſembly, we ſhall give an In- 
ſtance of ſuch an Aſſembly as. did cenſure a Mini- 
Her, for not ſubmitting to r 5 


il 


ry 


o 
. * 
. ” 


- Penſion. One Mr. Fames Moriſon, being ſuſpended” - 
by the Presbytery of Kirkwall, did appeal to 
the General Aſſembly Anno 1646, and go on in 
the Exerciſe of his Miniſtry; for which the Pres- 
| bytery did sfterwards depoſo him: Yet he adbered _ 
to his Appeal, went on and preached.” The Mat- 
ter coming before the Aſſembly, they find that 
the Presbytery hath not — 
pended, him, and yet that the ſaid Mr. Fames was 


ient Grounds ſuſ- 


contumacious, in that he did not give Obedience to 


the Presbytery, by forbeating to preach, during the 


Time of his Suſpenſion, or untill the Matter ſhould : 


be tryed by the Aſſembly, to whom he had appealed, 
as alſo in preaching after his Depoſition. Therefore the : 
Aſſembly thinks, the Presbytery deferves Rebuke 
for the {aid Suſpenſion, and defires Mr. Walter Steuart 
(their Commiſſioner) to give them notice hereof : 
And fiklike, That the ſaid Mr. James deſerves a 
very ſharp Rebuke, for his Contempt and Diſobedi- '_ 
ence afore ſaid ; and that the Moderator accordingly . 
reprehend him ſharply in Face of the Aſſembly, and 
orda ius him to humble himſelf to his Presbytery, and 
acknowledge humbly his Offence aforeſaid, and his 
Sorrow for the ſame ; and in the mean Time, re- 
pones the ſaid Mr. Fames againſt the Sentences both 
of Suſpenſion and Depofition, to the full Exerciſe | 
and Benefit of his Miniftry, ſiklike as if they had 
never been pronounced: And ordains the ſaid Preſ(- 
bytery, ſo ſoon as the ſaid Mr. Fames ſhall, in all 
Humility acknowledge his Fault, to accept of him as 
a Miniſter and Brother of their Number, and to pol- 
ſeſs him again id tbe Exerciſe of his Miniſtry. 
Here the Sentence of Suſpenſion was found by 
the Aſſembly to be unjuſt, and yet they declared 
the Perſon ſuſpended contumacious for not ſubmit-. 
ting, and, ſharply rebuked him; but tho' the Aſ- 
| ſembly declares, That the Presbytery deſerves a Re- 
babe fas paſſing the ſaid Sentence o r 
the Presbytery is not blamed for depoſing him, 
2 . | caule 
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cauſe his not ſubmitting, was 4 Contempt of lawfalt 
Authority. f Wen ac a 


No, to ſum up this whole Aﬀair, the Generel. 
Aſſembly, Anno 173. did enact, That the Election 


by 


| 7 
ro. | 
<, * 
. F 
xd - 


and Call of 'Minifters ſhould be by Heritors and El- 


ders in a conjunt Meeting; and that the Perſons ſo 


poſed to the Congregation, to be 


elected ſhall be pro 
roven by them. This the 


either approven or diſapp 


to the 


thod, all the Times foreſaid, 


+ 


one.” 
* 


Aſſembly judged would be moſt taking and pleaſing 
Genoratity of all Sorts ar erden 58 this 


Church, it having been the Method, according to 
which the Judicatures thereof did judge of the Va- 
lidity of Calls from the Tear 1690, till the Tear 


1713. when Patronages were reſtored ; which, Mes, 
as. 


* 
I. * 


thier, who differed in Opinion 
ther End that we can imagine, than to make her and 
them odious in the Eyes of the People, and to pur- 


| Hd roper 
Animaqverſion, fearing their Silence wveds be 


this Church. The Time has been when the was. 


_ ence 5 for having been; before the af the ſaid 


8 tend ing to diſturb the Peace and good Or- 


and his Brethren, in the moſt publick Manner ho: 


Re F 0.34 11:02: ( 50 ) 4% 20 id Soph 
from his Aſter· conduct, that he had ſams: other 
Thing in View than the diſcharging of his Conſci- 


boy 


- 


ARA, choſen Moderator to the Synod of Perch. and 
Sreriing, and being at the next Synod, according ta. 
Cuſtom, to h before them, he judged, that a4 
re Bee on to vent his Reſentments againſt that. 
Aflembly, and to utter indecent and offenſive Ex- 


er of this Church, and to _ a Bre: 
om him, for no - 


chaſe to himſelf a Name, to raiſe Credit and Ro- 
pitation to himſelf, and draw Followers after him. 
The Synod of Perth and Stirling could not pati- 
ently ſuffer theſe InveRives to paſs without a 


con to be an Approbation of che ſame 3 
wherefore they , = give him a Rehuke 31 
Admonition. Againſt which Sentence Mrs: Arskins. 
proteſted, and appealed to the next Aſſembly. The 
General Afembly approved the Proceedings ot 

Synod, and rebuked Me. Erskine at their Bar, for 
tho indecent and offenfive Expreſſions uttered in his 
Sermon, whereby he caft a Reproach on this Church 


could: But Mr. Ercbius inſolently contemned, the. 
Laps, An of * * Wan FN 
aim ight a Cenſure, by proteſting , agginit the. 
ſame, to which Mafters ilſom, Monerief, and Fiſor 
en adhered, \hawby coy diſcovercd a very ſurpri- 
ting Attachment to Mr. Zrskine, whoſe Cauſe. they. 
preferred to the - Honour, Authority, and Peace af, 


terrible as an Army with Bannern; but they: have, 
by their Conduct, ſhown, that they have little or na. 
Regard for her. This contemptuòus Beha wu ef 


four Brethren did deſervo tho preſent Reſentment of 


- 
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1 
to be convinced by Perſwaſion and Argument, pro- 
ceeded to x higher Cenſure, e#2. the diſmembring 
them from this Church.” Declaring: them to be 6 
Miniſters of this eftabliſbed Church, and their Chur - 
cher Harant. Againſt which Sentence Mr. Erskine 
and hir Adherevts proteſted, - boldly averring, That 
the they vere caſt out from miniſterial: Commun. 
e irh rhe eſtabliſhed: Church; yet their, paſtoral 
Relation de their refpefiiue Congregatzons (which - 
© ufidoubtedly are & PA 
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the Aſſembly, and a Cenſure 


e them Time to confider the Irregularity an 
nger of ſach a Practice, and allowed them an Op- 


portunity to retract the ſaid Proteſtation, and to de- 


clare their Sorrow for it: But in caſe they ſhould 
not do it, appointed the Commiſſion in Auguſt there - 


Conferences with them, to bring them to their 9 
they 'obſtinately refuſed to comply and give Obedi 


ence, or to make the leaſt Step towards it; wheres | 


fore the Commiſſion laid them under a Sentence of 
Suſpenſion, againſt which they protefted, as void and 


null, and aſſured the Commiſſion of their firm Reſo- 


Iution to act contrary thereto, by exerciſing all the 


Parts of their miniſterial Office, as no ſuch, Sentence | 


den N M e 

T Commiſſion, at their Meeting in November, 
were told by the ſuſpended Brethren themſelves, 
That they had not ſubmitted to the Sentence of Su- 


* 


| 3 bur had acted contrary: thereto, by exerci- 
ling all lde Paru of their Minifl z yet if it was pol> 


ſiblo te xeclaim and gain them, the Commiſſion uſe 

all proper Means for bringing about that which they 
greatly wiſh'd. But Snding that they were inflex- 
le, that they were not to be moved by Intreaty, nor 


re in this eſtabliſhed Church ) 
rm and valid. Which. ig 


e 
y, That they w 
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| k | 4 high Nature z yet, So 
out of Lenity and 'Tenderneſs to them, * RE 


after to ſuſpend them from the Exerciſe of their Mi* 
niſtry. But tho' all Means were eſſay d in frequent 


"not only 'dilchargs: all mipi- 


* 
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ferial Duties to theſe Pariſhes; :: but ' uplift the Sti- 

ds ſettled by Law, tho they are not within the 
ſtabliſnment. This can never be, unleſe they pro- 
duce & Charter from the civil Authority, or an Act 
of Parliament in their Favours; which we are ſure 
they cannot. Thus they declare their Reſolution to 
maintain violently their Poſſeſeion, till Deforcement 
is uſed with them. And further, in this Proteſta- 
tion they ſay, They make a Seceſten from the pre- 
wailing Party in this eſtabliſhed Church, (thus tbey 
- brand the laſt Aſſembly and Commiſzion: ) decla - 
ring, They can no more bade maniſierial Commu: 
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Aſſembly paſt the AG he ſo greatly complains of: 
But ſo far was he from this then, that being himſelf 
a Member of the ſaid Aſſembly, he accepted of a 
Commiſsion from thoſe he calls:the prevailing Party, 
with others, to act, conſult, vote, and determine 1d 
all Matters that ſhould come before the N 
Ron, according to the Word of God, and the Act 
of Aſſembly, whereof. the Ad complained of was 
one: And accordingly acted in the Meetings of the 
ſaid Commiſsion. But he, it ſeems, was Eolible, that 
as yet he had not formed à Party conſiderable enough 
to ſupport him in his Schiſm, or that he was ſtill re- 
ſolred to continue in miniſterial Communion- with the 
prevailing Party, notwithſtanding of the pretended 
Earrapeione and Defections, had they ſuffered him 
to go on without Check in his divifive Courſes, and 
reproaching the Church, and traducing their ARings 
with bitter Invectives: But for him now to offer a 
Proteſtation of this Nature, no Body can think, he 
doos it with a good Grace, and from a Principle of 
Conſcience; ſince in the Space of à Tear, he cannot 

aſſign any Corruptions and Defe&ions of the Church 
for founding his Seceſſion, which were not exiſting 
at the Dime of the Altem 
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'of weak People from her Communion. 


And now, fince they cannot Join in miniſterial Com 


udicatures of the eſtabliſhed Church of Scorlang, 
4o much celebrated, for Orthodoxy in Doctrine, 
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